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1.0 STATUTORY BACKGROUND
The Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019 was formally made on 17th December
2012 and came into effect on 22nd January 2013. In accordance with the requirements of
Section 15(2) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000‐2014, this Progress Report sets
out the progress made in realising the objectives of the Development Plan since the Plan
came into operation over two years ago.
The legislation provides no guidance with regard to the scope of this report. It has been
decided to focus on the county‐wide objectives included in the Development Plan Written
Statement, which effectively constitute the actions designed to implement the major
strategies and policies of the Plan. The structure of the progress report follows the individual
sections of the Development Plan (Volume I) Written Statement. Under each chapter, the
report gives an overview of the context and progress and deals with each of the objectives in
the Plan in sequence.
It should be noted that while this progress review is concerned with the last 2 years only,
this time period is part of a 6 year Development Plan life cycle. It is not realistic therefore to
expect that all objectives would be realised within the first 2 years of this life cycle. In
addition, the more strategic policies and objectives of the Plan relating to the future
development of the County have a much longer time horizon than the six year period of the
Plan itself.
In addition, Section 95(3)(a) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000‐2014 requires that
the Chief Executive also include in her Report a review of the progress achieved in
implementing the Housing Strategy. Should the report indicate that new or revised housing
needs have been identified; the Chief Executive may recommend that the Housing Strategy
be adjusted and the development plan be varied accordingly.
This report was substantially prepared in later December 2014. References have been
updated to the date of publication where possible.

1.1 Context
The County Development Plan 2013‐2019 was prepared at a time of an effective national
economic collapse. Since entering office in March 2011, the current Government has
intensified austerity measures to try to meet the strict deficit targets under Ireland's EU‐IMF
program. In late 2013, Ireland formally exited its EU‐IMF bailout program, benefiting from its
strict adherence to deficit‐reduction targets and success in refinancing a large amount of
banking‐related debt.
The recovery in the economy is now gaining momentum and widening with official
Department of Finance forecasts being revised upwards for this year and next. Employment
has increased by 4% from its low in the third quarter of 2012 but the unemployment rate
(11.0 % in October 2014) is still well above its natural rate. Consumer spending is gradually
improving. Disposable income is set to expand as a result of more people at work. However,
the housing and commercial construction sectors are still only slowly becoming active again
and only in certain centres close to the Dublin boundary.
Whilst there are encouraging signs therefore of economic recovery being experienced, the 2
year progress report must be framed in the context of continuing economic uncertainty.
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2.0 CORE STRATEGY
The Core Strategy of the County Development Plan outlines the strategic vision of Meath
County Council which is followed in the Plan. The Core Strategy acknowledges that the
Development Plan was prepared in a challenging economic environment and the
introductory sections of this report have acknowledged that such uncertainties still abound.
The Development Plan contains the following vision:
Meath to be a county that fosters sustainability throughout its vibrant communities,
dynamic economy and unique cultural and natural heritage.
The vision statement encapsulates the three themes which Meath County Council identified
as the pillars of the sustainable development strategy – community, economy and heritage.
There is an accepted interdependence between these three pillars and achieving the
Development Plan vision will require the successful implementation of policies and the
realisation of objectives in respect of all three pillars. Whilst it is accepted that the
realisation of this vision and the 12 core principles which underpin same will take time to
realise, the fundamental sustainability agenda of the Plan remains both robust and
desirable.
The creation of vibrant, sustainable communities requires the presence of greater
employment locally. With the publication of ‘Putting People First’ by the Government and
the subsequent changes to the role of local authorities provided under recent legislation,
local authorities will be expected to play a greater and more proactive part in economic
development and job creation than in the past. Meath County Council recognises the
enormity of this challenge with the county recording the highest rate of commuting (54%)
out of the county for employment than recorded in any other county in Ireland (2011 Census
of Population). Significant resources have been invested in the creation of an Economic
Development Strategy for Meath 2014 – 2020 as required pursuant to ‘Putting People First’
and a dedicated budget has been secured for 2015 to implement actions outlined therein
inclusive of the provision of business support measures. The Economic Development
Strategy outlines a planning and economic model which will be pursued in the county and
marks a fundamental change away from a passive model which tended to emphasise
residential / housing development towards a more proactive model seeking to achieve a
more dynamic and vibrant local economy supporting sustainable communities across the
county. This is in keeping with the vision of the Core Strategy.
The preparation of the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2020 will
form a key component of and greatly inform the preparation of the 6 year Local Economic
and Community Plan by the Local Community Development Committee in 2015. The
purpose of the Local Community Development Committee is to enhance the strategic
planning and co‐ordination of local and community development activity. The purpose of
the Local Economic and Community Plan is to promote the local and community
development of the relevant local authority area through a more co‐ordinated and
collaborative approach to planning and service delivery. Building strong partnerships with
communities is very important to Meath County Council and we will continue to support
their efforts and encourage participation in the development of cultural and environmental
programmes.
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In addition, Meath County Council have recently finalised their 2020 Unified Strategy which
forms the basis of the new Corporate Plan inclusive of the identified priority projects which
will be advanced in 2015. 6 Strategic Pillars have been identified as follows:
Pillars 1 – 4: Delivering better services to our customers and stakeholders
1.
2.
3.
4.

Delivering Excellent Services
Leading Economic Development
Building Strong, Influential Partnerships
Engaging the Larger Community

Pillars 5 – 6: Focus on the staff, resources & systems which will enable us to do the above
better
5. Nurturing a Staff Excellence Culture
6. Developing System and Process Capability
These pillars will be to the fore in all work undertaken during the life of the current Council.
Heritage is a key component of the identity of the county. It contributes to promoting a high
quality of life, maximising local distinctiveness as an attraction to potential investors and
providing the raw materials for a thriving tourism industry. The people of Meath represent
its best asset and have shaped the county into what it is today – a place of unique cultural
heritage.
The Executive are satisfied that the County Development Plan, with its focus on a
sustainable economy, sustainable heritage and sustainable communities, remains
appropriate and will act as a catalyst for economic recovery in Meath.

2.1 Objectives
The realisation of the Core Strategy objectives has formed a significant element of the
Forward Planning Work Programme over the past 2 years. All town development plans and
individual Local Area Plans will be consistent with the Core Strategy of the Meath County
Development Plan 2013‐2019 by the end of Quarter 1 in 2015. Mechanisms have been
introduced into all land use plans to ensure compliance with the Core Strategy and the
household allocations for urban centres contained therein. These demand management
mechanisms consist primarily of the introduction of an Order of Priority or phasing of all
residentially zoned lands in existing plans whilst in the preparation of new plans such as Kells
& Trim Development Plans and the East Meath Local Area Plan, only the quantum of lands
required to satisfy the household allocations for these centres have been identified.
Since the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 took effect, Meath County Council has




Adopted a new Development Plan for Trim to cover the period 2014‐2020;
Adopted a new Local Area Plan for East Meath to cover the period 2014‐2020. This
relates to the urban centres of Laytown, Bettystown, Mornington East, Donacarney
and Mornington;
Made a major variation to the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 (Variation No.
2) to include the incorporation of detailed development and land use zoning
objectives for 29 no. urban centres which presently have Local Area Plans in place
into the County Development Plan proper as Volume V. The revocation process of
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these Local Area Plans is presently underway. Variation No. 2 also incorporated the
land use zoning objectives for the Local Area Plans of Ashbourne, Drogheda
Environs, Dunboyne/Clonee/Pace, Dunshaughlin and Ratoath inclusive of an Order
of Priority providing for the release of residentially zoned lands into the County
Development Plan also as part of Volume V, and;
Made a major variation to the Navan Development Plan 2009‐2015 (Variation No. 1)
to include the introduction of an Order of Priority for the release of residential land,
the incorporation of a Local Transport Plan and the undertaking of a Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment of all residentially zoned lands.

The Kells Development Plan 2013‐2019 was prepared in tandem with, and was informed by,
the Meath County Development Plan 2013‐2019 and is fully consistent with the contents of
same.
Significant private sector development initiatives have been almost completely absent over
the past 2 years. This has affected centres where the provision of key infrastructure such as
local distributor roads which may include crossings of rivers or rail lines has not progressed
nor is there ability of residential or commercial development sectors to absorb such costs up
front or as part of the initial phases of development. Whilst the overall strategies and
objectives contained in the various plans remain robust and sustainable, the projected
timeline for their implementation is uncertain.

2.2 Core Strategy Objectives
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 1
To ensure that planning applications for residential development on greenfield
lands (i.e. ‘A’ zonings) in the urban centres detailed in Table 2.1 will be
considered premature until such time as the relevant Town Development Plan
or Local Area Plan has been made, varied or amended or development
objectives for the particular centre incorporated into the development plan by
way of variation (CS OBJ 3 refers) to make each statutory land use strategy
consistent with the settlement strategy and core strategy, particularly Table
2.4, of this Development Plan.
Progress
Objective has been realised through the making of Variation No. 2 of the Meath
County Development Plan 2013‐2019 in May 2014. Applications for residential
development can now be considered in all development centres across the
County.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 2
To publish a variation to the Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019
within one year of the adoption of the Development Plan to introduce land use
zoning objectives and an order of priority for the release of lands for
Ashbourne, Drogheda Environs, Dunboyne/Clonee/Pace, Dunshaughlin and
Ratoath. Following the making of this variation, the Planning Authority shall
publish amendments to the Local Area Plans of Ashbourne, Drogheda Environs,
Dunboyne/Clonee/Pace, Dunshaughlin and Ratoath to ensure that they are
consistent with the Development Plan, as varied, and particularly the
settlement strategy, core strategy and household allocations outlined in Table
2.4.
Progress
Objective has been realised through the making of Variation No. 2 of the Meath
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County Development Plan 2013‐2019 in May 2014. The proposed amendments
to the Local Area Plan consequent to the making of this variation were
published in November 2014 and their public display period finished on
December 16th 2014. It is expected that this process will be completed by the
end of the first quarter 2015.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 3
To publish a variation to the Meath County Development Plan 2013‐2019 within
one year of the adoption of the Development Plan to contain development and
zoning objectives for the following centres: Athboy, Gibbstown, Ballivor,
Carlanstown, Carnaross, Clonard, Crossakiel, Donore, Drumconrath, Duleek,
Enfield, Gormonston, Julianstown, Kentstown, Kilbride, Kilcock Environs,
Kildalkey, Kilmainhamwood, Kilmessan, Longwood, Maynooth Environs,
Moynalty, Nobber, Oldcastle, Rathcairn, Rathmolyon, Slane, Stamullen and
Summerhill. These objectives shall give effect to and be consistent with the core
strategy, policies and objectives of the Development Plan. Following the making
of this variation, the Planning Authority shall commence the revocation process
of the Local Area Plans for which detailed development and zoning objectives
have been incorporated into the County Development Plan.
Progress
Objective has been realised through the making of Variation No. 2 of the Meath
County Development Plan 2013‐2019 in May 2014.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 4
To ensure that the Navan, Trim and Kells Development Plans are consistent
with the settlement hierarchy and population projections set out in this
Development Plan. In this regard, a variation to the Navan Development Plan
will be published to ensure that it is consistent with the Meath County
Development Plan 2013‐2019 within one year of its adoption.
Progress
Objective has been realised through the making of Variation No. 1 of the Navan
Development Plan 2009‐2014 in May 2014. The Trim Development Plan 2014‐
2020 is fully consistent with the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 whilst the
Kells Development Plan 2013‐2019 was prepared concurrently with, and was
informed by, the County Development Plan. Following the dissolution of all 3
Town Councils in May 2014, the Kells, Navan and Trim Development Plans are
now deemed to form part of the County Development Plan 2013‐2019.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 5
To ensure that the review of Town Plans and Local Area Plans achieve
consistency with the core strategy of the Meath County Development Plan
2013–2019 by only identifying for release during the lifetime of the Meath
County Development Plan 2013–2019 the quantity of land required to meet
household projections as set out in Table 2.4.
Progress
Objective has been realised through:




the making of Variation No. 2 of the Meath County Development Plan
2013‐2019 in May 2014;
the making of Variation No. 1 of the Navan Development Plan 2009‐
2014 also in May 2014;
the making of the East Meath Local Area Plan 2014‐2020 in July 2014.

The Kells Development Plan 2013‐2019 and Trim Development Plan 2014‐2020
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are also both consistent with the Core Strategy of the Meath County
Development Plan. Only the quantum of land required to provide for the
household allocation for each centre in Table 2.4 is provided in the individual
land use zoning objectives maps contained in lower level land use plans.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 6

(a)
(b)

(c)

Progress

To ensure that planning applications for residential development adhere
to the requirements of Table 2.4 of this Development Plan.
The inclusion of an Order of Priority for lands with a residential land use
zoning objective pursuant to CS OBJ 2, 3, 4 & 8 shall include all lands
which have the benefit of an extant planning permission for multiple unit
residential developments as part of the lands identified for release within
the life of this County Development Plan. For clarity, this shall apply to
sites with extant planning permission from the date of publication of the
relevant variation (CS OBJ 2, 3 & 4 refer) and publication of new draft
Local Area Plan (CS OBJ 8 refers).
No extension of duration permitted for multiple unit residential
developments pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning & Development Act
2000 – 2011 shall extend the life of a planning permission beyond the 6
year period of this Development Plan.
Adherence to part (a) and (c) of this objective is ongoing over the course
of the lifetime of the Plan. Part (b) has been realised in the same manner
as outlined in CS OBJ 5 above.

Reference Objective
CS OBJ 7
To promote and facilitate the development of sustainable communities through
land use planning, by providing for land uses capable of accommodating
employment, community, leisure, recreational and cultural facilities having
regard to the quality of the environment, including the natural environment,
landscape character and the archaeological and architectural heritage.
Progress
No specific action identified – Ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 8
To prepare a new Local Area Plan for Bettystown/Laytown/Mornington East/
Donacarney/Mornington within one year of the adoption of the Meath County
Development Plan 2013‐ 2019. The new LAP shall be consistent with the Meath
County Development Plan 2013‐2019 and its core strategy.
Progress
Objective has been realised through the making of the East Meath Local Area
Plan 2014‐2020 in July 2014.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 9
To include in the progress report to be prepared two years after the adoption of
the County Development Plan, details of the units permitted to date in
comparison with the household allocations detailed in Table 2.4.
Progress
See detailed response overleaf.
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It is considered easier to present the update on Table 2.5 rather than on Table 2.4. Table 2.5
presents the number of committed unbuilt units and the household allocation 2013 – 2019
which is the subject matter to which CS OBJ 9 refers. This report presents an update on the
number of committed unbuilt units.
It is stated in the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 (Section 2.3.2 Future Population
Growth) that the number of committed units which is contained in Table 2.4 and Table 2.5
was calculated at the end of 2011. These figures were not updated during the remainder of
the plan preparation. The Planning Department have therefore updated this figure from the
1st December 2011 up to and including December 5th 2014.
The Planning Department has not updated the situation in relation to individual dwellings
permitted and constructed in rural areas. It is not considered that this figure would be
significantly different from that calculated in 2011 which would warrant the extent of
research required to update same. This figure has not been altered from that contained in
the existing Table 2.5 contained in the County Development Plan 2013‐2019.
This exercise has proved a timely reminder of how far we still have to travel to become a
normally functioning economy in which domestic house building re‐establishes itself to
become an important component thereof albeit not the most important component as was
experienced in the past. The conclusion from this exercise is that there are now less
committed units (10,357) than when the County Development Plan was being prepared
(10,998) at the end of 2011.
This response must also be considered in the context of the detail contained in the Housing
Strategy (see Section 3.2).
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Updated Table 2.5 of Core Strategy ‐ Allocated and Committed Units December 2014
Urban Centre
Navan
Drogheda Environs
Dunboyne
Maynooth
Ashbourne
Trim
Kells
Dunshaughlin
Kilcock
Athboy
Bettystown/Laytown/Mornington
East
Duleek
Enfield
Oldcastle
Ratoath
Stamullen
Ballivor
Carlanstown
Carnaross
Clonard
Clonee
Crossakiel
Donore
Drumconrath
Gibbstown
Gormonston
Julianstown
Kentstown
Kilbride
Kildalkey
Kilmainhamwood
Kilmessan
Longwood
Mornington/Donacarney
Moynalty
Nobber
Rathcairn
Rathmolyon
Slane
Summerhill
Rural Houses
Total

Committed Unbuilt Committed Unbuilt
Units (Nov. 2011)
Units (Dec. 2014)
Large Growth Town I
1,187
786
1,174
1,653
Large Growth Town II
119
113
0
0
Moderate Sustainable Growth Town
1,132
1,356
755
912
352
349
763
784
0
0
Small Town
126
159
1,077
160
31
9
311
262
Village
2
22
0
90
601
38
4
0
0
0
12
6
0
6
0
39
70
420
0
0
1
120
44
82
1,479
10,998

Household Allocation
2013‐2019*
3,984
857
1,494
199
637
518
518
319
398
319

1,409

80

169
34
24
375
262

239
319
319
239
80

6
0
0
92
248
0
9
0
0
0
21
7
0
14
0
8
15
481
0
0
0
69
14
13
1,479
10,357

60
40
20
20
84
20
20
60
20
20
24
60
20
20
20
159
40
20
20
60
40
20
120
120
1,320
12,942
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The last 2 years has witnessed an effective stagnation of multiple housing developments or
of new applications seeking permission for same. The majority of activity from a
development management perspective (i.e. planning applications lodged) has related to the
extension of duration provisions as expanded pursuant to the Planning & Development
(Amendment) Act 2010 and changes of house type applications to retain a live permission on
lands. A significant portion of these applications have been by or on behalf of receivers or
liquidators, another reminder of the fragile nature of the domestic multiple house
construction sector. There have been only 2 planning permissions granted for a significant
multiple residential unit development on greenfield lands (i.e. in excess of 50 no. units) not
relating to lands which had the benefit of planning permission since the County
Development Plan 2013‐2019 took effect. These are outlined below.
New significant permissions granted since the County Development Plan took effect
Urban Centre
Applicant
Planning Ref. No.
No. of Units
Navan
Grandbrind
NT130058
298
Ratoath
Michael Ryan
DA140223
62
There have been a number of planning permissions for significant multiple residential unit
development (i.e. in excess of 50 no. units) which have lapsed or withered since the County
Development Plan 2013‐2019 took effect or which were included in the calculations of
committed units in the preparation of the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 and which
had lapsed or withered before the County Development Plan took effect. These have
included the following planning permissions:
Significant permissions which have withered since the County Development Plan took
effect
Urban Centre
Applicant
Planning Ref. No.
No. of Units
Navan
Ferndale Ltd.
NT700052 / NA70562 64
Eamon Coleman
NA60230
61
Drogheda
Niall Mellon & Pat O'Reilly
SA60260
509
Ashbourne
Ashbourne Development Ltd DA803096
258
Trim
Shaston Contracting Ltd
TT60023
144
Bettystown
Darlington Properties Ltd
SA60368 & SA70562
87
Clonee
Orlynn Homes Ltd
DA50535
195
Shelman Properties Ltd
DA802582
74
Summerhill
Noel Fagan
TA50246 & TA70065
65
Longwood
Altara Construction Ltd
TA60181 & TA901177 55
This exercise has demonstrated that there has been no activity in the domestic multiple
house construction sector since the County Development Plan took effect. There remains a
considerable bank of extant planning permissions in place, the majority of which are located
in centres in the top tiers of the county settlement hierarchy. It is not considered that there
is a supply constraint evident from this analysis and update. There is presently in place
planning permission for approximately 9,000 units within multiple house developments in
the county which would equate to over 4 years demand should the projections contained in
the Housing Strategy become realistic in the remaining years of the County Development
Plan.
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2.3 Sustainable Economy Objectives
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 10 To provide and promote a strategic economic development strategy that
identifies a hierarchy of employment centres related to the overall
development strategy of the County which will encourage a more balanced and
sustainable pattern of employment across the county.
Progress
The County Development Plan provides a strategic economic development
strategy which outlines the hierarchy of employment centres consistent with
the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 2010‐2022. An
Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2020 which includes 8
key recommendations / actions is presently being finalised. This has been
prepared pursuant to “Putting People First” and the changed emphasis of Local
Authorities towards enterprise and job creation. When finalised, the existing
Economic Development Strategy presented in Chapter 4 of the County
Development Plan will be reviewed and amended through a variation process
should the need arise. It is not considered that the existing hierarchy of
employment centres will be affected by the contents or recommendations of
the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2020. A key
objective of this strategy seeks to improve the level of commuting out of the
county for employment from its 2011 recorded level of 54%.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 11 To facilitate and encourage the sustainable development of designated core
economic areas, such as would allow the creation of a critical mass, in terms of
residential population and economic activities, sufficient to service the
proposed expanded economic function of such centres. The promotion and
facilitation of large scale employment generating developments will occur
within the Primary Economic Areas/ Primary Economic Growth Areas and
Secondary Economic Growth Areas.
From a county Meath perspective, the stated centres are:
i.

Progress

Navan Core Economic Area with Navan as a Primary Economic Growth.
Town and including the Secondary Economic Growth Town of Kells and
the town of Trim);
ii.
Drogheda Core Economic Area;
iii.
Secondary Economic Growth Towns of Ashbourne / Dunboyne; and;
iv.
The Environs of Maynooth and Kilcock located in the administrative
area of Meath (in addition to Dunboyne / Pace and Clonee) are included
in the Gateway Core Economic Area corresponding with the
Metropolitan Area. Maynooth and Leixlip are identified as a Core
Economic Area with the towns of Kilcock and Celbridge providing a
supporting role.
No specific action identified – Ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. It is considered that the response contained in the previous objective also
applies to CS OBJ 11.
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Reference Objective
CS OBJ 12 The development strategies pursued by Meath Local Authorities in the review
of individual town development plans and local area plans and preparation of
development and zoning objectives for urban centres to be included in the
Meath County Development Plan shall be consistent with the Economic
Development Hierarchy presented in Table 4.2 and with the high level
objectives for the designated Economic Growth Area/Towns contained in
Section 4.1.
Progress
This objective has been realised in all plans prepared, varied or amended since
the coming into effect of the County Development Plan and will continue in any
subsequent plans prepared over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 13 To encourage economic and employment development by encouraging mixed
use settlement forms in which employment and residency are located in close
proximity to each other and to strategic multi modal transport corridors or
corridors served by high quality and high frequency bus services.
Progress
No specific action identified – Ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 14 To promote the continued economic development of the Dublin–Belfast/ M1
Economic Corridor.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan and in particular through
the Marketing Plan being prepared to give effect to recommended action no. 8
contained in the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2020.
This Action seeks to build on recent initiatives to promote economic
development in Meath by taking the lead on a series of complementary
marketing initiatives aimed at building on and adding value to what has been
achieved to date.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 15 To improve the jobs ratio level in Meath and address commuting patterns by
building up the local economy to a more sustainable level through:
i.

fostering employment creation and maximising jobs potential in
designated growth centres;

ii.

seeking to advance the preparation of a new IDA Regional Plan for the
Mid East Region in conjunction with the Mid East Regional Authority
which would be specifically tailored to concentrate certain types of
industries / sectors into certain designated economic growth areas /
centres;

iii.

Progress

assisting Enterprise Ireland and other state agencies in the development
and growth of indigenous Meath companies and high potential start up
companies with an export led business in worldwide markets.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan and through the
successful implementation of the actions contained in the Economic
Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022. This is a key aspiration of
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the Economic Development Strategy for Co. Meath 2014‐2020 which seeks to
arrest the status of Meath as the county with the highest proportion of
residents commuting out of the county for employment. The Mid‐East Region
Economic Action Plan was adopted by the Mid East Regional Authority in April
2013 and includes an action to seek to advance the preparation of a new IDA
Regional Plan for the Mid East Region in conjunction with the Mid East Regional
Authority. Meath County Council was instrumental in the inclusion of this
objective. In the revised regional assembly structure which is in the process of
being established, Meath County Council in conjunction with the former
constituent authorities of the Mid East Regional Authority will continue to
pursue the realisation of this objective. It will form part of the dialogue between
Meath County Council and the IDA required giving effect to action no. 2 of the
Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022. The strategy
also highlights the success of indigenous employment in which the proportion
of all employment accounted for by agency assisted Irish owned enterprise was
recorded as 12% in 2011 compared to 8% in the state.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 16 To encourage economic and employment development by encouraging mixed
use settlement forms in which employment and residency are located in close
proximity to each other and to strategic multi modal transport corridors or
corridors served by high quality and high frequency bus services.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 17 To promote the development of sustainable tourism as a key driver of the
Meath economy.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan in conjunction with
Meath Tourism and Boyne Valley ‐ A Tourism Initiative of Louth & Meath
County Councils.
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 18 To implement the Meath County Retail Strategy 2013 ‐ 2019.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The specific actions
identified are being considered in the context of the Work Programme in the
Planning Department for 2015 and 2016.

2.4 Rural Areas Objectives
Reference Objective
CS OBJ 19 To support rural communities through the identification of lower order centres
including small towns, villages and graigs to provide more sustainable
development centres in the rural areas.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
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2.5 Land Use Zoning Objectives
In addition, the County Development Plan presented a new coherent set of Land Use Zoning
Objectives which were to be used in the preparation of new development or Local Area
Plans and any variations or amendments prepared over the life of the County Development
Plan. This has been achieved to date and has both streamlined and simplified the operation
of land use zoning objectives across all statutory framework plans in the county and should
ensure a more consistent interpretation of same.
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3.0 SETTLEMENT STRATEGY & HOUSING
The Settlement Strategy is complementary to the aims of the Core Strategy to create
sustainable communities and maximise the potential for creating critical mass of population
at strategic locations in Meath which will enhance the economic assets of the county. The
settlement strategy identifies how the various towns and villages in Meath will develop at a
broad level and the role for each type of settlement in terms of accommodating social,
economic and residential development over the lifetime of the Plan. The settlement
hierarchy adheres with that contained in the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater
Dublin Area and seeks to ensure that County Meath will benefit from a strong urban
structure and that each urban centre will achieve its full economic potential. The towns and
other main areas play an important role in delivering jobs and services to the rural areas
around them and to their resident populations.
The Housing Strategy includes analysis of population projections for Meath and
requirements for social and affordable housing in the county. Of all the various strands
which collectively form the Core Strategy of this development plan, it is the realisation of the
household targets contained in the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 which has been
most affected by the downturn in the economy and in particular the stagnation of the
domestic multiple house construction sector. This section outlines the extent to which the
recorded level of house completion over the past 3 years has failed to realise the targets
contained in the Housing Strategy. This section also outlines the changes to Local
Government arising from existing and proposed reforms and the policy response from
central Government to what is becoming a national housing crisis.

3.1 Settlement Strategy Objectives
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 1
To secure the sustainable development of County Meath in accordance with the
settlement hierarchy set out in Table 3.2. In doing so, development will be
primarily directed towards the identified Large Growth Towns. In towns and
villages, development will facilitate in the first instance, the consolidation of
settlements and the integration of land use and transport. The expansion of
urban areas where it is necessary to facilitate growth as set out in the
Development Plan shall promote mixed use development and be guided by the
sequential approach to create a compact urban form and facilitate sustainable
modes of transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. There has been an
effective stagnation of new multiple unit residential development since the
County Development Plan took effect. The introduction of an order or priority
for the release of residentially zoned lands was greatly influenced by these
principles.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 2
To ensure that throughout the county, growth takes place concurrent with the
provision of necessary services and infrastructure, including water services.
Planning permission shall only be granted where the Planning Authority is
satisfied that there is adequate capacity available to serve development.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
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Reference Objective
SS OBJ 3
To seek the consolidation of development within the existing built up footprint
of urban centres in the Metropolitan Area of County Meath to achieve a more
compact urban form and secure the use of rural areas for agricultural,
horticultural and equestrian farmlands and amenity facilities, subject to the
requirements of ED POL 13.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The response to SS OBJ
1 above is also relevant in this regard.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 4
To focus development on the high quality integrated growth and consolidation
of the identified Large Growth Towns enabling them to act as key employment
and service centres in the county, to ensure that all other towns develop at a
sustainable rate to facilitate self sustaining expansion and to protect agricultural
and amenity lands for their primary purpose.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The response to SS OBJ
1 above is also relevant in this regard.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 5
To encourage the development of compact urban forms by consolidating
existing development boundaries and utilising brownfield sites in preference to
expanding urban areas into the countryside and adjoining settlements.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The response to SS OBJ
1 above is also relevant in this regard.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 6
To have regard to capacity in social infrastructure, when assessing applications
for residential development. Planning applications for 200 or more dwelling
units must be accompanied by a report identifying the demand for school
places likely to be generated by the proposal and the capacity of existing
schools in the vicinity to cater for such demand and an audit of the social
infrastructure and community facilities available to serve the proposed
development.
Progress
Ongoing through the development management process over the life of the
County Development Plan. There has only been one permitted development of
appropriate scale since the County Development Plan took effect. The site of
the permitted development in Alexander Reid and Bailis, Navan adjoins a newly
developed national and secondary school campus at St. Martha's College,
Sion House.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 7
To ensure that all of the Large Growth Towns will, in so far as practicable, be
self sufficient incorporating employment activities, sufficient retail services and
social and community facilities.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 8
To develop Navan and the Drogheda Environs as the primary development
centres in Meath and to ensure that the settlements grow in a manner that is
balanced, self sufficient and supports a compact urban form and the integration
17
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of land use and transport.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.

Reference Objective
SS OBJ 9
To ensure that Dunboyne develops as a key settlement centre in the
Metropolitan Area of the Greater Dublin Area and to ensure that the settlement
grows in a manner that is balanced, self sufficient and supports a compact
urban form and the integration of land use and transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 10 To ensure that development of the Maynooth Environs contributes to the
sustainable development of the town, in a manner that is balanced, self
sufficient and supports a compact urban form and the integration of land use
and transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 11 To ensure that Moderate Sustainable Growth Towns develop in a self sufficient
manner with population growth occurring in tandem with physical and social
infrastructure and economic development. Development should support a
compact urban form and the integration of land use and transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 12 To ensure that Small Towns develop to cater for locally generated development
and that growth occurs in tandem with local services, infrastructure and
demand.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 13 To ensure that Small Towns grow in a manner that is balanced, self sustaining
and supports a compact urban form and the integration of land use and
transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 14 To ensure that in Small Towns, no proposal for residential development should
increase the existing housing stock (including permitted units) of the town by
more than 15% within the lifetime of the Development Plan.
Progress
Ongoing through the development management process over the life of the
County Development Plan. No application has been permitted since the County
Development Plan has taken effect which would increase the existing housing
stock of any town by more than 15%.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 15 To ensure that Villages in Meath cater for a local catchment for service
provision. Future population growth in Villages shall be managed to ensure that
they do not lead to unsustainable commuting patterns.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
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Reference Objective
SS OBJ 16 To ensure that Villages grow in a manner that is balanced, self sustaining and
supports a compact urban form and the integration of land use and transport.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
SS OBJ 17 To ensure that in Villages no proposal for residential development should
increase the existing housing stock (including permitted units) of the village by
more than 15% within the lifetime of the Development Plan.
Progress
Ongoing through the development management process over the life of the
County Development Plan. No application has been permitted since the County
Development Plan has taken effect which would increase the existing housing
stock of any village by more than 15%.

3.2 Housing Strategy
Introduction
The Housing Strategy sets out an overall framework for the supply of land to meet the
housing needs arising in the county and is an integral part of the Core Strategy of the Meath
County Development Plan 2013‐2019. The overarching purpose of the Housing Strategy is to
ensure that the proper planning and sustainable development of Co. Meath provides for the
housing of the existing and future population of the county in an appropriate manner.
The main findings and recommendations of the Housing Strategy include the following:


The Housing Strategy aligns with the population and housing targets set out in the
Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 2010‐2022. The projected
population of Meath is 195,898 persons in 2016, rising to 210,260 persons by 2022.



The housing targets for Meath, set out within the Regional Planning Guidelines, are
79,729 units for 2016 and 95,458 units for 2022. This is equivalent to a requirement
for an additional 8,211 housing units in the years 2013‐2016 and an additional 7,402
units in the years 2017‐2019. The development plan targets must be consistent with
the regional population and household targets contained in the Regional Planning
Guidelines.



The average household size in 2011 was recorded ay 2.90 and, in accordance with
the Regional Planning Guidelines, this is projected to fall to 2.62 by 2016 and falling
further again to 2.35 by 2022. This will invariably have implications on the annual
target for housing production over the life of the housing strategy.



The anticipated social and affordable housing need for County Meath between
2012‐2022 was calculated at 4,064 units, which represents an increase on the
Housing Need Assessment (2011) figure of 3,255 units for County Meath. The annual
housing shortfall, as a percentage of total households, will vary between 17.41%
(2012) and 15.37% (2019) ‐ average is 16%.
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The ratio of social to affordable houses to be provided shall be assessed on a case by
case basis, having regard to local housing needs, but at all times the 16%
requirement shall be met.



HS OBJ 5 requires the Planning Authority “To review the Housing Strategy two years
after the adoption of the Development Plan and, following such review, if required,
to review the reservation policy outlined in this Strategy inclusive of the breakdown
of social and affordable housing units for different urban centres”.

Current Position – Housing Need Assessment
Every three years, in accordance with Section 9 of the Housing Act 1988, Housing Authorities
are required to undertake an assessment of housing need in their functional areas. This
assessment of housing need was a data extract from the housing system in respect of each
household that had been approved for social housing support at 31st March, 2011. The
figures presented in these assessments are based on net need; that is, the number of
households in need of housing support who are not currently receiving social housing
support (those already in local authority, voluntary co‐operative or Rental Accommodation
Scheme (RAS) accommodation are excluded). It is a measure of the number of households
that could not be accommodated through the existing stock available to housing authorities.
In preparing the Housing Strategy, the Planning Authority relied on the 2011 Housing Need
Assessment which recorded a net need of 2,724 households. This figure has risen to 3,682 in
the 2013 Housing Need Assessment noting that there have been a further 750 new
applications received in 2014. It is clear therefore that the number of people / households
seeking approval for housing support is growing from that recorded at the time of preparing
the Housing Strategy.
Overview of Construction Activity
As outlined previously, the Housing Strategy contained in the County Development Plan
2013‐2019 was prepared at a time of great uncertainty. The rate of house completions in
Meath has plummeted from their record high of 3,886 units in 2005 to a record low of 286
units in 2013. There has been no multiple house development of any note developed in
Meath since the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 was prepared and took effect. The
table and graph overleaf outlines the dramatic nature of the domestic house completion
collapse over the past decade.
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2008

2009

3,550 3,886 3,746 2,427 1,946 1,062
110

183

82

275

147

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
619

369

353

286

92
(Q1)

30

0

34

0

9

101

Household Formation in Co. Meath 2004‐2013 (Source Department of the Environment,
Community & Local Government).

New Household
Formations
Social & Affordable
Housing
Requirements
Housing Shortfall as
a % of Total
Households required

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

1,821

1,931

2,006

2,066

2,206

2,389

2,457

2,558

317

322

324

328

345

369

377

393

17.41% 16.68% 16.17% 15.9% 15.63% 15.45% 15.37% 15.37%

Social & Affordable Housing Requirements 2012‐2019 (extract from Table 3.3 County
Development Plan)

Projected and Actual House Completions in County Meath: 2004 ‐ 2014
This compares to the positive outlook contained in the Housing Strategy of the County
Development Plan which forecast a recovery much earlier than has been expected. It
projected that in 2012, 1,821 units would be completed, in 2013, 1,931 units would be
completed and that in 2014, this would rise further to 2,006 units. The reality is that only
353 units were constructed in 2012 and 286 units constructed in 2013. 92 units were
constructed in the first quarter of 2014 and it would appear that the total figure for 2014 will
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broadly reflect that of the past 3 years with nearly all construction activity consisting of
individual dwellings outside of urban centres. The projected house completions have been
included in the preceding graph to illustrate the discrepancy between projected housing
units with actual completed housing units.
One could reasonably question how the Housing Strategy projections have proven so
inaccurate when the 2009 and 2010 department of the Environment, Community and Local
government house completion figures were available to inform the preparation of the draft
Housing Strategy. It is important to bear in mind that the projections contained in the
Housing Strategy had to be consistent with the population target and household allocation
for Co. Meath contained in the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area.
These in turn were based on a national population projection prepared in 2009 as part of the
National Spatial Strategy review and update. It is reasonable to state that the Regional
Planning Guidelines population target underestimated the level of growth which was
continuing to occur notwithstanding the stagnation of the domestic house construction
sector. The degree of latitude which Meath County Council had therefore to deviate for the
Regional Planning Guidelines projection was effectively non existent.
Timeliness of Review
It is clear from the foregoing that the expected recovery of the domestic house construction
sector contained within the Housing Strategy has not occurred. Whilst there are now
encouraging signs of recovery in certain urban centres close to the Dublin border, there
remains great uncertainty on a county wide perspective and particularly in Navan. The
current situation could be summarised as follows:






sales transactions whilst increasing remain modest;
demand has not been met within the Dublin market due to constrained supply
resulting in a price inflation reminiscent of the Celtic Tiger years;
a significant drop in the number of private rental properties available to rent in
Dublin and surrounding counties as investors seek to recoup as much of their
investments in a rising market previously beset with negative equity;
financial constraints affecting first time buyers in securing mortgages from financial
institutions (20% deposit requirement), and;
actual cost of construction dwelling units, paying development contributions,
providing cash deposit or bond as a surety, etc., is not being met in the sale price
which can be expected to be achieved in most centres across the county. Without a
reasonable profit being achieved, there is no incentive to construct dwelling units.

In the current economic instability, there remain difficulties in accurately estimating and
establishing future housing demand and future market outlooks for County Meath for the
remaining years of this development plan. The following sections highlight the reasons for
this view.
1. Household Projections and Allocations
The housing targets for Meath are in accordance with those set out in the Regional Planning
Guidelines (RPG) for the Greater Dublin Area 2010 – 2022. The RPG targets in turn are based
on Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government population
projections from the National Spatial Strategy review and update dated January 5th 2009.
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The existing regional governance structure is being discontinued with the establishment
from January 1st 2015 of 3 new regional assemblies replacing the 8 existing regional
authorities. Each Regional Assembly will be tasked with the preparation of a Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy by 2016 which will replace the current Regional Planning Guidelines.
These Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies will in turn be based on a revised National
Spatial Strategy which is expected to be prepared during the course of 2015. It is expected
that the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will contain a new population and
household projection / allocation which will inform subsequent County Development Plans
and their Housing Strategies. At present therefore, whilst the rate of household completions
is significantly less than that projected to satisfy the housing allocation for County Meath as
contained in the Regional Planning Guidelines, there is no definitive basis to revise this
allocation as it remains current regional policy notwithstanding the clear evidence of
stagnation of multiple unit house construction. To amend the county household allocation
would present a departure from the RPGs which the County Development Plan must remain
consistent with.
2. Construction 2020
Construction 2020: A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector (May 2014) is the
Government’s strategy to develop a competitive, innovative, dynamic, safe and sustainable
construction sector. In relation to the operation of Part V of the Planning and Development
Act 2000, Construction 2020 states:
As a result of the economic downturn, there has been a collapse in construction
activity and in house building in particular. Without a properly functioning
construction sector, there is no dividend for social housing, and the result is a ‘lose‐
lose’ scenario in which very low levels of housing construction deliver very little in
terms of social housing.
At the same time, demand for social housing has risen sharply since the onset of the
economic crisis. The Part V mechanism therefore has the potential to again be a
significant contributor to social housing in the context of a recovering housing
market.
3. Proposed Planning & Development (No.1) Bill 2014
To give effect to the proposed review of Part V, the proposed Planning & Development
(No.1) Bill 2014 is being progressed as a priority in the current Dáil term and is expected to
be before the Houses of the Oireachtas for their consideration in Quarter 1 2015. It was
published in late November 2014. The proposed amendments to the existing legislation will
result in an amendment to the main provisions of the Housing Strategy.
In summary, the measures proposed in this General Scheme which relate to the preparation
of a Housing Strategy are:


amendment of the Part V provisions on social and affordable housing as incorporated in
the Planning Act of 2000
o Requiring Planning Authorities to consult with Approved Housing Bodies in the
context of preparing their Housing Strategies, and in circumstances where the
housing strategy is being revised;
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Housing Strategy will be required to take account of Government strategies
relating to marginalized sectors of our community including for example,
homelessness strategy, housing strategy for people with disabilities, strategies
connected for traveller accommodation and strategies for housing of older
people;
Housing Strategy shall provide an estimate only of the persons referred to in
section 9 (2) of the Housing Act, 1988 (Assessment of Housing Need) and no
longer provide an estimate of the affordable housing required in the area. This
reinforces a decision taken in 2011 whereby Part V now relates to social only
rather than to social and affordable housing.
A specified percentage, not being greater than 10% shall be reserved under Part
V compared to a maximum of 20% at present;
On site provision of social housing shall be the predominant default position for
developers and local authorities with the alternative off site option only being
possible in specific exceptional circumstances (e.g. insufficient social housing
demand in a particular location and a greater demand in another location). A
monetary payment option is proposed to be removed.
Allowing existing planning permissions for multiple residential units avail of the
reduced requirements for social and affordable housing;
Will only apply to 9 houses or fewer or for housing on land of 0.1 hectares or
less – currently 4 houses or fewer, land area remains unaffected. Again this will
apply retrospectively to extant planning permissions.

There are also other aspects of the proposed Planning Bill which will impact on the delivery
of residential units in Co. Meath:


the introduction of a vacant site levy aimed at incentivising the development of vacant
or under‐utilised sites in central urban areas (defined as a town with a population
greater than 3,000 inhabitants) and which are in private ownership. Amount payable
shall be 3% of the market valuation of the site in year 1 rising by 1% per annum in
subsequent years up to a maximum of 6%;



enabling developers to avail of reduced development contributions (Section 48 and
Section 49 Schemes) in respect of existing planning permissions that have yet to be
activated where a new Development Contributions Scheme provides for a lower
development contribution to the development;



enabling planning authorities to modify the duration of planning permissions for
planning permissions where developments of scale do not commence in line with the
development schedule indicated in relevant planning applications (the adoption of a
“use it or lose it” approach).
4. Social Housing Strategy 2020

Another fundamental change in the provision of the social housing is the state re‐emerging
as a direct provider of social housing through a capital construction programme which had
been discontinued at the time of preparing the County Development Plan 2013‐2019. The
Ministerial foreword to the recently announced ‘Social Housing Strategy 2020’ indicates that
the outcome at present is “partially the outcome of an undersupply of homes directly
provided by the State for people who cannot afford to provide them for themselves and
partially the result of reversals in exchequer funding, a trend that has been redressed this
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year”. The budget announced an investment of €2.2 billion over the coming 3 years to
provide 10,000 social housing units. In 2015, €450 million in direct investment has been
committed with an additional €1.1 billion invested over the course of 2015 and 2016.
Moreover, Budget 2015 signalled the intention to use public private partnerships and an off
the books vehicle to channel a further €700 million into the provision of housing units. This
level of investment is an appropriate supply side measure that will start to deal with the
crisis in social housing. The 6 year Social Housing Strategy ambitiously seeks to provide a
“roadmap that will accommodate 90,000 households, the entire Housing Waiting List, by
2020”. The Strategy will seek to “provide more than 35,000 new homes to meet social needs
by 2020, and, in addition, to deliver up to 75,000 units of long term, quality accommodation
through local authority housing support schemers for tenants”. The detail of the proposed
Housing Strategy in terms of a capital construction programme or funding allocations has yet
to be determined.
Conclusion
The domestic house construction sector is slowly showing signs of entering into a recovery
phase albeit from a near state of total inactivity. The projected completion rates for
households in Meath as contained in the Housing Strategy for the years 2012 – 2014 have
not been realised. The quantum of lands identified for residential development is unlikely
therefore to be required within the life of the County Development Plan unless there is a
notable uptake in residential development over the second half of the County Development
Plan than now appears likely. However with the ongoing regional governance restructuring
allied to the preparation of a review to the National Spatial Strategy in 2015, there is no
sound or robust basis to revise the household allocation for the County as provided under
the 2010‐2022 Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area.
Construction 2020 outlines the Governments proposal to develop a competitive, innovative,
dynamic, safe and sustainable construction sector. This includes a properly functioning
domestic residential construction sector. As part of their overall plan, the Government have
recently published their Social Housing Strategy 2020 which includes the state re‐emerging
as a direct provider of social housing through a capital construction programme.
It is likely that the existing 16% provision of social and affordable housing contained in the
current Housing Strategy will be replaced by a maximum provision of 10% for social housing
if the proposed amendment to planning legislation becomes law. The range of options
available to developers to comply with the Part V requirements of a Planning Authority will
be significantly reduced and the payment of monies in lieu of housing will become the
exception rather than the norm. It would be prudent therefore to defer the review of the
Housing Strategy until this bill has been determined by both houses of the Oireachtas.
The preceding analysis displays a greater number of households seeking support to provide
for their accommodation needs. The absolute figure is fast approaching and may have
exceeded the projected numbers of households who were anticipated as presenting with a
social and affordable housing need over the period 2012‐2022. However, it is not considered
that there is any specific policy response which Meath County Council can undertake at this
point in time which would improve this position. The lack of private residential development
has not yielded the expected social and affordable dividend pursuant to Part V. There are
amendments imminent to address this problem as part of the ‘kick start’ initiatives to revise
the construction sector. Allied to this are the publication of the Housing Strategy 2020 by the
Government in November 2014 and the re‐establishment of a capital construction
programme to address the social housing need.
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The Government has decided that there is no affordable housing crisis notwithstanding the
escalating growth in house prices in Dublin and spreading into the Greater Dublin Area albeit
from a rate of approximately 50% of the prices obtained at their peak. The proposed bill
seeks to completely decouple affordability from Part V provision.
In light of the foregoing and notwithstanding the increased demand for social housing
provision in Meath, it is considered premature at this time to review the Housing Strategy. A
variation to the County Development Plan may be required to give effect to anticipated
changes in primary planning legislation should they become law.

3.3 Housing Strategy Objectives
Reference Objective
HS OBJ 1
To require that developers comply with the Housing Strategy.
Progress
Ongoing through the development management process over the life of the
County Development Plan. It is expected that there will be changes to the
percentage of housing provided by the private sector for social housing through
proposed planning legislation amendments.
Reference Objective
HS OBJ 2
To require that developers comply with Part V of the Planning and
Development Act though the following options or by a combination thereof at
the discretion of Meath County Council:
(a) Financial contribution (as provided for under section 96(3)(b)(vi) of the
Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2012);
(b) Direct provision of the housing units on completion as determined in
accordance with the Strategy, integrated as part of the overall
development of a site;
(c) The transfer of a portion of the site which is the subject of the planning
application to the Council which will enable the Council to provide the
appropriate number of units thereon in satisfaction of the requirements
of the Housing Strategy or the disposal of a number of fully or partially
serviced sites within the site to the Council which will enable the Council
to provide the appropriate number of units thereon in satisfaction of the
requirements of the Housing Strategy or the transfer to the planning
authority of the ownership of any other land within the functional area of
Meath County Council.
Progress
Ongoing through the development management process over the life of
the County Development Plan. Should the proposed amendments to Part
V provisions become law, the contents of HS OBJ 2 will have to be varied
as the range of options available to comply with Part V will be reduced.
Reference Objective
HS OBJ 3
To provide appropriate accommodation for Travellers through the
implementation of the “Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 ‐ 2013” and
any subsequent Programme adopted during the life of this Development Plan.
Progress
All the targets for allocations of standard and group housing contained in the
programme were achieved. A major achievement of the 2009‐2013 programme
was the construction and relocation of St Martin’s Halting Site, Trim with the
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completion of a purpose built group housing scheme of 14 units and a
community centre.
The 2014‐2018 Traveller Accommodation Programme was adopted by Meath
County Council on 3rd March 2014, setting out annual targets for the duration of
this programme. For the first time, given the substantial increase in the number
of traveller families in privately rented accommodation, annual targets have
been set in relation to privately rented accommodation/Rental Accommodation
Scheme/Housing Assistance Payment for the period 2014 ‐2018.
Reference Objective
HS OBJ 4
To implement the Meath County Council’s housing programme.
Progress
In accordance with national policy, Meath County Council’s housing programme
in addressing social housing need in the period 2013‐2014 has focused primarily
on the use of the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), long term leasing
initiatives and Payment and Availability Agreements with Approved Housing
Bodies. Casual vacancies have also brought housing stock available for new
lettings. Housing allocations for the period under review is outlined below.

Casual Vacancies
Leasing
RAS
Voluntary Housing Bodies
Total

2013
112
18
90
0
183

2014 (est.)
90
23
52
41
206

The provision of housing units via Part V, acquisitions or direct construction
were seriously constrained during the period, yielding only 10 units
(acquisitions) for the two year period.
Notwithstanding this, funding did become available during 2014 to bring long
term vacant units back into productive use. 58 properties have been funded
through this funding stream in Meath, and will see these properties allocated in
the first quarter of 2015, and represent a significant stream of housing units
returning to use.
In addition, the funding allocations for housing grant applications doubled from
its 2013 allocation, to €1.1 million in 2014. For the period 2013‐2014, 162
housing grant applications were approved (Housing Adaptation Grant for
People with a Disability, Housing Aid for Older People and Mobility Aid Grants),
thus enabling people to remain in their own homes.
A Housing Needs Assessment was completed in 2013, with 3,682 identified as
being in need of social housing, with 750 new applications in 2014. The
anticipated introduction of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) in 2013 did
not take place, but is now expected to be rolled out to all local authorities in
2015.
The publication of the “Social Housing Strategy 2020” represents the
Government’s policy in addressing the current housing need in Ireland. An
important element of the strategy is a renewed focus on the provision of
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permanent social housing through acquisition or direct construction, with a
commitment towards Exchequer funding for same. In tandem with this, it is
planned to have an enhanced role for the Approved Housing Bodies, and as
noted above, the roll out of HAP in 2015, will represent a key housing support
going forward. The realisation of the Social Housing Strategy 2020 over the next
five years will assist directly into the fulfilment of Meath County Council’s
Housing Strategy contained in the County Development Plan 2013‐2019.

Reference Objective
HS OBJ 5
To review the Housing Strategy two years after the adoption of the
Development Plan and, following such review, if required, to review the
reservation policy outlined in this Strategy inclusive of the breakdown of social
and affordable housing units for different urban centres.
Progress
See separate response provided at beginning of Housing Strategy Section. It is
considered inappropriate with impending legislative changes to review the
reservation policy outlined in this strategy at this time.
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4.0 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
The Economic Development Strategy of the County Development Plan contains the vision
To build on and enhance the competitiveness and attractiveness of County Meath in
order to make it one of the country’s prime locations for indigenous and foreign
economic and employment generating investment.
Since the coming into effect of the County Development Plan, the policy environment in
which Local Authorities operate has changed radically and requires a more proactive role in
respect of economic development and job creation. The Government’s Action Programme
‘Putting People First’ requires that each Local Authority prepares a local economic
development plan in conjunction with the overall County Development Plan. Significant
work has been undertaken in the preparation of a comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022. This successfully builds on the strategy contained in
the County Development Plan and seeks to provide clear, concise, innovative and evidence‐
based measures aimed at accelerating the economic transformation, revitalisation and
sustainable development of Meath. It presents a multidisciplinary approach comprising an




Economic Plan;
Spatial Implementation Plan, and;
Marketing Plan.

The Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022 is broadly consistent with
the Meath County Development Plan 2013‐2019. An enabling variation to integrate the
recommendations and specific actions of the Economic Development Strategy for County
Meath 2014‐2022 into the County Development Plan 2013‐2019 inclusive of any necessary
amendments to the text or objectives contained therein is under consideration and is likely
to be advanced during 2015. The implementation of the 8 no. specific actions contained in
the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022 will be the primary
response of the Local Authority to seek to improve the number of local employment
opportunities available to the resident population.
An important Council initiative over the past 2 years has been the launch of a voluntary
Economic Forum for the county. Chaired by former Taoiseach and former EU Ambassador to
the US, Mr. John Bruton, the Forum, comprising business leaders operating and/or living in
the county, will lend its considerable knowledge, experience and expertise to the Council in
its efforts to increase economic activity and job creation in the county. As well as giving high
level strategic advice and guidance, the members of the Forum are also willing to act as
ambassadors for the county and help deliver a positive message about Meath as a quality
business location. The Economic Forum will provide an advisory role to Meath County
Council in the implementation of the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath
2014‐2022 as well as continuing to provide an ambassadorial role in the promotion of
economic development opportunities in the county.
Preliminary work on the preparation of the Local Economic & Community Plan outlined in
the Core Strategy section of this report is underway with the initial findings presented to the
Local Community Development Committee meeting in November last. The timeframe to
adopt the Local Economic & Community Plan is 31st December 2015 and will form an
important strand of the Community, Economic Development and Planning Department work

29

Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019

2 Year Progress Report

programmes for 2015. When complete, the Local Economic & Community Plan will from an
integral part of the County Development Plan.
For a 6th consecutive year, commercial rates in the county will remain unchanged in 2015
illustrating the Council’s commitment to supporting businesses and attracting new business
investment into the county. Job announcements made during the past two years in the
county have been welcomed and there have also been some positive indicators in the retail
sector.

4.1 High Level Development Objectives
It is not considered necessary to provide an update in the progress of realising the High Level
Development Objectives contained in Sections 4.1.1 – 4.1.5 in relation to the Navan Core
Economic Area, to Drogheda, to the Maynooth / Leixlip Economic Area, to Ashbourne /
Dunboyne and to the M1 Dublin – Belfast Economic Corridor. These objectives outline the
overall development vision for each of these centres / group of centres; they are not short
term in nature and may take a number of development plan cycles to realise. It is not
considered that a 2 year progress report is the appropriate forum in which to measure
success in achieving such objectives.

4.2 Economic Development Objectives
Reference Objective
ED OBJ 1
To identify and promote a wide range of locations throughout the county for
different types of enterprise. The identification of areas for different types of
employment generating uses shall be consistent with Table 4.2 and the
application of the land use zoning objectives contained in Section 2.9.4.
Progress
This objective has been realised in all plans prepared, varied or amended since
the coming into effect of the County Development Plan and will continue in any
subsequent plans prepared over the life of the County Development Plan.
The County Development Plan provides a strategic economic development
strategy which outlines the hierarchy of employment centres consistent with
the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area. An Economic
Development Strategy for County Meath 2014 ‐ 2022 which will include a
Spatial Implementation Plan and Marketing Plan is presently being prepared by
consultants and is nearing completion. When finalised, the existing Economic
Development Strategy presented in Chapter 4 of the County Development Plan
will be reviewed and if required, amended, through a variation process. The
extent of such a variation is presently under consideration.
Reference Objective
ED OBJ 2
To incorporate a review of the appropriateness of the nature, location and
quantum of industrial and employment generating land use in individual
Development Plans and Local Area Plans and in the preparation of development
and zoning objectives for towns and villages that are to be included in the
County Development Plan. This review shall
i.

occur in tandem with the assessment of residentially zoned lands
required pursuant to the Core Strategy (CS OBJ 2 & 3 refer);
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iv.
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apply the land use zoning objectives contained in the Core Strategy of
this County Development Plan to the individual Town Development
Plan, Local Area Plan or individual objective maps to be included in the
County Development Plan as relating to industrial and employment
generating uses (land use zoning objectives E1, E2 and E3 refer from the
Core strategy);
critically assess the nature, quantum and location of lands identified for
industrial and employment generating use in Dunboyne/ Clonee/ Pace,
Kells
and
Gormonston/
Stamullen.
In
the
case
of
Dunboyne/Clonee/Pace, the integrated land use and transportation
study identified as a high level development objective in Section 4.1.4
will be required to be completed in advance of this exercise being
carried out. As part of this integrated land use and transportation study,
Meath County Council will consult the future location and appropriate
scale of development, particularly in the knowledge intensive, science
based and people intensive employment sectors with statutory
stakeholders including the NTA, NRA and Iarnród Éireann;
review of the zoning objectives for Maynooth Environs and Kilbride in
the preparation of zoning maps for the centres for inclusion in the
County Development Plan.

The outcome of this review may necessitate variations to individual
development plans and amendments to local area plans arising there from. It is
noted that such variations or amendments may be subject to an Appropriate
Assessment of the likely significant effects on Natura 2000 sites due to the
proximity of urban centres to Natura 2000 sites.
This objective has been realised in all development centres with the exception
of the Dunboyne Clonee Pace corridor which requires the integrated land use
and transportation approach identified as a high level development objective in
Section 4.1.4 to be completed in advance of this exercise being carried out.
Work on the completion of this study is nearing its conclusion and it is expected
that this process will be concluded in the second quarter of 2015. North
Dunboyne along with Portan Clonee are emerging as key strategic sites for
different employment types in the Economic Development Strategy for County
Meath 2014‐2022. The Planning Authority will engage with the NTA, NRA and
DoECLG in the new year to finalise the integrated land use and transport
approach to planning in this corridor.

Reference Objective
ED OBJ 3
To ensure that sufficient and suitable land is zoned for sustainable large scale
and general industry at the major employment centres of Navan, Drogheda
Environs, Ashbourne, Dunboyne and Kells and to a scale and extent befitting
their respective roles in the Economic Development & Settlement hierarchies.
Progress
The Planning Authority are satisfied that sufficient and suitable lands have been
identified in each of the major employment centres and this view is endorsed in
the independent Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022
which has been prepared in 2014 by FTI Consulting, PMCA Economic Consulting
& John Spain & Associates.
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Reference Objective
ED OBJ 4
To ensure that sufficient and suitable land is zoned for logistics, distribution and
supply chain management industries at Ashbourne, Dunboyne / Clonee and
Stamullen and in addition to land zoned for large scale and general industry.
Progress
This has been realised through the making of Variation No. 2 of the County
Development Plan 2013‐2019 in May 2014 which identified lands with an E3
“Warehousing and Distribution” land use zoning objective in all 3 stated urban
centres.
Reference Objective
ED OBJ 5
To explore joint ventures with developers / industrialists / landowners to
develop strategic sites in designated economic growth areas / centres
consistent with the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area.
The fast tracking of statutory planning consents shall be facilitated and
encouraged which may include the use of appropriate statutory instruments, to
include, inter alia, Part VIII planning consent for site development works or
indeed for the entire development, preparation of Motorway Orders, etc. This
process should include the reservation of prize sites which would be suitable for
or comparable to the IDA “strategic sites” which could support investment from
large Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) firms which may have significant space
requirements.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. Whilst no such joint
venture has been advanced to date primarily reflective of the economic
conditions which have prevailed, it is considered that the identification of
Strategic Sites through the Economic Development Strategy for County Meath
2014‐2022 inclusive of its Spatial Implementation Plan will assist the Planning
Authority with an evidence based approach of which sites to pursue.
Reference Objective
ED OBJ 6
To seek to advance the preparation of an Economic Development Action Plan
for the Mid East Region in conjunction with the Mid East Regional Authority
which focuses on the inherent strengths and attributes of the region whilst
complementing the existing strategy prepared by the Dublin Local Authorities
and the Economic Strategy contained in the Regional Planning Guidelines. The
Economic Development Action Plan should seek to identify measures to
promote and support key economic growth sectors / clusters in the Mid East
Region.
Progress
This objective has been realised in April 2013 when the Regional Authority
Members of the Mid East Region adopted the final draft of the Mid‐East Region
Economic Action Plan. It includes an implementation structure envisaged for
the delivery of the actions in the plan, and these will include a three tier
structure, with a supervisory level, a management steering level and an action
area working group level. However with the abandonment of the Mid East
Regional Authority and the establishment of new Regional Assemblies from
January 1st 2015, the future of this strategy and the specific actions contained
therein is unclear.
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Reference Objective
ED OBJ 7
To co‐operate with local and national development agencies to maximise job
creation opportunities and to engage with existing and future large scale
employers in order to maximise job opportunities in the county.
Progress
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Reference Objective
ED OBJ 8
To implement the following specific objectives for County Meath, as identified
within the County Retail Strategy, in order to ensure the continued vitality and
viability of town centres, including:


Progress

Facilitate the identification, promotion and development of key town
centre opportunity sites;
 Promote the revitalisation of vacant and derelict properties/shop units;
 Encourage infill development and the redevelopment of derelict and
obsolete sites;
 Promote ongoing environmental improvements to the public realm;
 Prevent overdevelopment of particular non retail uses such as
takeaways in Core Retail Areas;
 Promote activities including festivals, events, street markets and
farmers/ country markets in each town.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The Planning
Department will advance a project in 2015 seeking to implement some of the
specific actions in this objective commencing with Navan.

Reference Objective
ED OBJ 9
To explore the provision of sustainable medium and long distance walking
routes.
Progress
The implementation of this objective is ongoing over the life of the County
Development Plan. The first phase of the Boyne Greenway is now open
between Oldbridge Estate and the Ramparts in Drogheda. Work is ongoing in
the preparation of the design of the second phase of this project which will
connect the Brú na Bóinne World Heritage Site Interpretative Centre to
Oldbridge Estate.
Meath County Council, Navan Town Council and Cavan County Council
approved Part VIII applications to convert the disused Navan to Kingscourt Rail
Line to a Greenway (Boyne Valley to Lakelands Greenway). The Authorities are
investigating funding opportunities to deliver same whilst the detailed design of
the scheme is underway.
Meath County Council and Kildare County Council also approved Part VIII
applications with respect of the Royal Canal Greenway along the former tow
path. This would form part of the Dublin – Galway Greenway. The Authorities
are investigating funding opportunities to deliver same.

33

Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019

2 Year Progress Report

Reference Objective
ED OBJ 10 To support Meath Tourism and other relevant bodies to identify, develop and
implement a common brand of signage in the county.
Progress
Meath Tourism and the Boyne Valley Tourism Office have worked together to
develop and implement the fully signed 225km Boyne Valley Driving Route. The
Boyne Valley Drive incorporates white on brown directional signage utilising the
scenic route symbol together with Boyne Valley Drive branded tourist map
orientation signage. The orientation signage is to be erected at parking
locations in the centre of each of the identified hubs of Navan, Trim, Kells, Slane
and Drogheda. The town signage follows the same signage style as the historic
town trail signage erected in Trim, Kells, Navan and Slane. The Boyne Valley
Drive signage scheme is supported by branded Boyne Valley Drive maps and
brochures available at tourist information points. The Boyne Valley Drive forms
the basis for the development of the Boyne Valley as an international
destination and has provided the foundation for the creation of new tourism
products and businesses within the region.
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5.0 SOCIAL STRATEGY
Community development in Local Authorities is being transformed following the
introduction of the Local Government Reform Act in 2014. Meath County Council has
established a Local Community Development Committee which replaces the former County
Development Board. Work has commenced on establishing the Public Participation
Networks (PPN) at both county and Municipal District level. Under the 2014 Reform Act,
Local Economic and Community Plans are to be made for each local authority area by the
end of 2015 as referred to in the Core Strategy and Economic Development Strategy sections
of this report.
Furthermore, the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) has been replaced
by the Social Inclusion Community Activation programme (SICAP) and is aimed at tackling
poverty and social exclusion through local engagement and partnership between
disadvantaged individuals, community organisations and public sector agencies. The funding
of SICAP is currently out to tender.
Notwithstanding the changes to the Community Development structures, the Community
Department have continued to develop and promote a wide range of programmes and
initiatives which are contained in the County Development Plan. A number of such initiatives
and programmes have gathered momentum since 2013 and include but are not limited to
Pride of Place, Green Schools and Meath Comhairle na nÓg. In 2013, over 140 groups
throughout the county participated in initiatives under the Pride of Place umbrella with 35
schools taking part in Schools’ Competitions. In 2014, every town and village in Meath
participated in the Pride of Place Competition at a countywide, national and international
level. A substantial figure of 80% of Meath Schools obtained Green School status in 2013, a
figure which increased to 83% in 2014.
Comhairle na nÓg continues to be a successful mechanism to encourage young people to
voice their opinions and become involved in local community issues. The group are working
on many different projects including the development of a booklet/poster listing all youth
facilities in the county available to young people. At the other end of the age spectrum,
under the Meath Age Friendly County Initiative, the focus is on Trim becoming an Age
Friendly town, while the Kells Age Friendly Business Initiative has been launched.
A number of important improvements have been made to the library service in the County
since 2013. These include a major refurbishment of Kells Library completed in June 2013, the
introduction of wi‐fi at Dunshaughlin and Oldcastle libraries and a major energy upgrade of
the library facilities in Navan completed in 2014.
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5.1 Social Strategy Objectives
Reference
SOC OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 4

Progress

Objective
To assist in the provision of community and resource centres and youth clubs /
cafes and other facilities for younger people by the identification and
reservation of suitably located sites, including sites within the land banks of
the Local Authorities and by assisting in the provision of finance, where
possible.
The Community Section of Meath County Council will continue to assist in the
provision of community centres/other community facilities for younger
persons and, where possible, assist with the provision of finance.
Objective
To facilitate the Department of Education & Skills, Meath VEC, other statutory
and non‐statutory agencies in the necessary provision of primary, post primary
and third level educational facilities throughout the County by reserving lands
for such uses in the respective Local Area Plans.
This objective has been realised in all plans prepared, varied or amended since
the coming into effect of the County Development Plan and will continue in
any subsequent plans prepared over the life of the County Development Plan.
The Planning Authority is committed to continuing the close working
relationships with the Department of Education & Skills and Louth & Meath
Education and Training Board in this regard. Indeed, the Planning Authority
used its compulsory acquisition powers to purchase the site for the
educational campus in Alexander Reid, Navan and is actively pursuing another
national school site for Ard Ri Community school in Navan at present.
Objective
To facilitate the Health Service Executive and the Department of Health in the
provision of health centres and other health related facilities throughout the
County through various initiatives including the reservation of lands for such
uses in the respective Local Area Plans.
This objective has been realised in all plans prepared, varied or amended since
the coming into effect of the County Development Plan and will continue in
any subsequent plans prepared over the life of the County Development Plan.
The Planning Authority is committed to assisting the Health Service Executive
and the Department of Health in this regard.
Objective
To investigate and reserve in consultation with the Health Service Executive ‐
Dublin North East, other statutory agencies and Navan Town Council a suitable
site for a Regional Hospital in Navan.
This objective has been realised in the Navan Development Plan 2009‐2015
through the identification of a site in north Navan for a hospital of regional
scale. The Navan Development Plan 2013‐2019 also contains a requirement to
prepare a Framework Plan to guide this strategic development and work to
undertake same will commence in 2015.
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SOC OBJ 5
Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 6
Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 7
Progress
Reference
SOC OBJ 8
Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 9

Progress

Reference
SOC OBJ 10
Progress
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Objective
To implement the recommendations of Meath Local Authorities Play Policy in
conjunction with all relevant agencies.
The Community Section of Meath County Council will review the existing
policy 2008‐2012 and prepare a new Meath County Council Play Policy in 2015.
Objective
To support Meath Local Sports Partnership in the delivery of relevant
strategies and plans.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The Community
Section of Meath County Council will continue to support Meath Local Sports
Partnership in the delivery of their strategies and plans.
Objective
To examine existing public open spaces and carry out improvements where
necessary to increase their usefulness as recreational spaces.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To provide for appropriate play provision in accordance with the Meath Local
Authorities Play Policy 2008‐2012 and any revisions thereof.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily though
development management process. See response to SOC OBJ 5 also in this
regard.
Objective
To examine the adequacy of the existing level of public open space and
recreational facilities and provide additional space and facilities as required, in
Large Growth Towns I & II and Moderate Sustainable Growth Towns, subject
to the availability of the necessary resources. Large areas of public open space
shall include recreational facilities for families including but not limited to
walkways, new and/or increased playground facilities and alternative facilities
for older youths as appropriate.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. A report has been
prepared for the Ashbourne Municipal District in this regard and was
presented at the January Municipal district meeting. If successful, this
approach will be extended to the other relevant centres over the course of
2015 and 2016.
Objective
To enhance library facilities in Navan, and to retain and develop its function
as library headquarters for the county.
A major energy upgrade of the library facilities in Navan was completed in
2014. Plans are in place should an opportunity arise to accommodate library
headquarters function in Innovation House and consequent expansion of
Navan branch into headquarter space.
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Progress
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Objective
To investigate and if feasible to provide a new library in the Laytown/
Bettystown area.
Progress on realising this objective is dependent on the successful resolution
of outstanding issues with the Bettystown town centre site and progress is
presently outside of local authority control. Funding for a new library
development is also dependent on the announcement of a major new
national capital programme for libraries.
Objective
To provide a library facility at Ballivor. To explore the restoration and
renovation of St. Kinneth’s church to accommodate such a use.
Progress on this project has effectively ceased as this project was entirely
dependent on funding from development contributions. The provision of a
new library in Bettystown remains the Corporate priority project at national
level; there is no opportunity to attract funding for the project at Ballivor.
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6.0 TRANSPORTATION
Chapter 6 of the County Development Plan sets out the Council’s policy in relation to
transportation recognising the importance of delivering and maintaining an efficient,
integrated and coherent transport network to the future economic, social and physical
development of Meath. The stated emphasis seeks to develop a model where an increased
proportion of residents of the county are within reasonable walking/cycling distance of local
services and public transport. The attractiveness of particular locations depends on their
relative accessibility and connectivity which in turn depends on the quality and quantity of
the transport infrastructure.
Meath County Council recognises that the current trends in transportation are
unsustainable, in particular the domination of the private car as the preferred modal choice.
The Council is strongly committed to the promotion of sustainable means of travel including
public transport, walking and cycling, and the encouragement of modal change from private
car, where possible. In planning for transport development, the Council will ensure that the
needs of people with differing abilities are taken into account. The Council is also
committed, as outlined in the Economic Development Strategy, to reduce the degree of
commuting in the first instance by promoting the creation of additional jobs within the
county for the resident population.
Since 2013, a number of Road Improvement Schemes have been completed or commenced
which will contribute to improving the overall efficiency and safety of the county road
network. In June 2013, an additional €2.1 million allocation for restoration improvement was
provided by the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport following representations on
behalf of the Council’s Elected Representatives. An additional €105,000 was also specifically
provided for drainage works.
In terms of Sustainable Transportation initiatives, a €2.6 million programme was delivered in
2013 and a €2.3 million programme has been delivered in 2014. The first phase of the Boyne
Greenway consisting of 1.9km of segregated walking & cycling path connecting Drogheda to
Oldbridge Estate has been completed and was officially opened to the public in May 2014.
Works have commenced on the design of Phase 2 which will link the Brú na Bóinne World
Heritage Site Interpretative Centre to Oldbridge Estate. In addition, a substantial cycle and
pedestrian network in the Johnstown area of Navan (over 4.5km of cycle track and 4.1km of
improved footpath) was constructed, following on from the opening of the first phase of the
new school campus in Alexander Reid, Navan. To date approximately €1.1 million has been
invested in partnership with the National Transport Authority (NTA) in the roll out of Phase 1
of the Johnstown quarter (completed in January 2014) with investigation work currently
underway for the delivery of Phase 2 in relation to improved pedestrian permeability in the
area.
In addition, a Local Transport Plan have been prepared for the towns of Kells, Navan and
Trim as part of their Development Plan preparation / variation processes which set out a
number of actions to be delivered during the life of the County Plan. In addition, detailed
design work is currently underway for the proposed development of a public transport
hub/interchange in the centre of Navan (Kennedy Road). This work is being co‐funded with
the National Transport Authority with a Part VIII application and public consultation process
to be carried out in 2015.
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Furthermore in Ashbourne, construction work is currently underway on a public realm
improvement scheme along Frederick Street with resultant improvements to the pedestrian
and cycle environment in the town centre. This work is carried out with funding from the
National Transport Authority and is due for completion in July 2015.

6.1 Transportation Strategic Objective
Reference
TRAN SO 1

Progress

Objective
To prepare local transport plans for Navan, Drogheda Environs, Dunboyne,
Kells, Trim, Ashbourne and Dunshaughlin, in accordance with the NTA’s draft
Transportation Strategy, in consultation with the NTA.
Local Transport Plans have been prepared to date for Navan, Kells and Trim as
part of the development plan preparation and variation processes. The
remaining Local Transport Plans will be prepared during 2015 and 2016. The
assistance of the NTA in this process to date is noted and appreciated. When
prepared, these Local transport Plans will inform subsequent Local Area plans
as well as forming the basis for applications under the Integration, Sustainable
Transport Measures & Support Sub‐programme administered by the National
Transport Authority.

6.2 Transportation Objectives
Reference
TRAN OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 2

Progress

Objective
To protect and safeguard the detailed designed alignment of Phase II of the
Navan rail route and surrounding lands (including identified station
locations), as illustrated on Map Series No. 6.2 in Volume 3, free from
development and any encroachment by inappropriate uses which could
compromise its future development as a rail facility. Land Use Zoning
Objective R1 Rail Corridor also refers.
This objective is ongoing during the course of the County Development Plan
primarily through the development management process. In addition,
Variation No. 1 of the Navan Development Plan 2009‐2015 has since
included the R1 ‘Rail Corridor’ land use zoning objective whilst Variation No.
2 of the County Development Plan 2009‐2015 has ensured that the same
zoning objective has been included for Kilmessan and Dunboyne North (Pace)
on their land use zoning objectives maps.
Objective
To facilitate and encourage the upgrading of existing railway stations, and
protect as required lands needed for the upgrading of existing railway lines
or stations or the provision of new railway stations throughout the County.
Any such proposals for developments in Bettystown and south of Drogheda,
will have to ensure that there are no adverse effects on the integrity of SPAs.
This objective is ongoing during the course of the County Development Plan
primarily through the development management process.
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TRAN OBJ 4

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 5
Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 6

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 7

Progress
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Objective
To facilitate the provision of adequate lands to provide for park and ride
facilities at appropriate locations in the County. In the event of further
growth in the south Drogheda area, the Council will explore the need for
park and ride facilities and the reservation of land for this purpose as
appropriate.
This objective is ongoing during the course of the County Development Plan.
A site has been identified in South Drogheda for this purpose.
Objective
To provide bus priority measures on existing and planned road
infrastructure, where appropriate, in collaboration with the NTA, Bus Éireann
and NRA (where relevant).
This objective is ongoing during the course of the County Development Plan.
Meath County Council is working closely with the National Transport
Authority with regard to securing funding and progressing bus priority
schemes. Navan will be the initial priority area with bus priority measures
and the provision of a new central Bus Hub – See TRAN OBJ 7.
Objective
To require Mobility Management Plans and Traffic Assessments for proposed
trip intensive developments.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily though
development management process.
Objective
To facilitate the development of properly designated taxi ranks and an
accessible taxi and hackney service within the County particularly in the main
urban centres and adjacent to the proposed bus based transport hub in
Navan.
The detailed design for the Navan Bus Hub at Kennedy Road shall ensure that
adequate provision is made for properly designated taxi ranks. Further detail
is provided in the progress for TRAN OBJ 7 which follows. A properly
designated taxi rank is being provided as part of the public realm
improvements under way in Frederick Street, Ashbourne.
Objective
To identify and reserve lands centrally in Navan for the provision of a public
transportation hub for Meath to accommodate national, commuter, regional
and local bus services. Meath County Council will engage with the NTA, the
Department of Transport and Bus Éireann / private operators to realise this
objective within the lifetime of this County Development Plan.
This project is ongoing following the preparation of the Local Transport Plan
as part of the Variation No. 1 of the Navan Development Plan 2009‐2015.
Meath County Council and the National Transport Authority have undergone
a site selection process which has identified Kennedy Road as the preferred
option which best satisfies their stated objectives for this project. At the
November 2014 Navan Municipal District meeting, the Elected Members
resolved to allow the Executive advance the preparation of the necessary
Part VIII application to develop a bus hub / interchange at Kennedy Road
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inclusive of a Traffic Management Plan and measures to underpin same. It is
anticipated that an allocation will be made available by the National
Transport Authority in 2015 to advance the project through the design and
planning process to include the presentation of the traffic management and
urban design aspects of the proposal.
Reference
TRAN OBJ 8

Objective
To promote and explore the development of the following linkages within
the lifetime of the Development Plan subject to the appropriate
environmental assessments, including Appropriate Assessment of the likely
significant effects on Natura 2000 sites in accordance with Article 6(3) of the
EC Habitats Directive;
i.

Progress

To explore the feasibility of developing former disused
transportation corridors for cycle / greenways.
ii.
To provide the development of a cycle / greenway on the disused
Navan – Kingscourt rail line in conjunction with Cavan County Council
subject to the completion of a feasibility study obtaining the
necessary statutory planning consent, landowner co‐operation and
the securing of the necessary funding.
iii.
To provide for the development of the Trim – Navan – Slane –
Drogheda cycle / greenway along the River Boyne subject to
obtaining the necessary statutory planning consent, the carrying out
of Appropriate Assessment, landowner co‐operation and the
securing of the necessary funding.
iv.
To develop a system of cycle / greenways, subject to the availability
of resources, along the banks of the Boyne and Blackwater Rivers, in
such a manner so as not to significantly negatively impact on the
conservation status of the Natura 2000 site either alone or in
combination with other objectives in this or other plans.
v.
To explore the development of the following cycle/greenway options
as part of the Dublin Galway cycle network a) along the Royal Canal
located within the administrative area of Meath County Council in
consultation with relevant agencies or b) along the former N4 (R148)
located within the administrative area of Meath County Council in
consultation with relevant agencies or c) Combinations of the above.
The first phase of the Boyne Greenway is now open between Oldbridge
Estate and the Ramparts in Drogheda. Work is ongoing in the preparation of
the design of the second phase of this project which will connect the Brú na
Bóinne World Heritage Site Interpretative Centre to Oldbridge Estate.
Meath County Council, Navan Town Council and Cavan County Council
approved Part VIII applications to convert the disused Navan to Kingscourt
Rail Line to a Greenway (Boyne Valley to Lakelands Greenway). The
Authorities are investigating funding opportunities to deliver same whilst the
detailed design of the scheme is underway.
Meath County Council and Kildare County Council also approved Part VIII
applications with respect of the Royal Canal Greenway along the former tow
path. This would form part of the Dublin – Galway Greenway. The Authorities
are investigating funding opportunities to deliver same.

42

Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019

2 Year Progress Report

No work has been undertaken to date with respect to the development of a
system of cycle / greenways along the banks of the Boyne and Blackwater
Rivers. However, this objective as stated extends to the full life of the County
Development Plan and considerable progress has been made in advancing
the remaining specific projects listed therein.
Reference
TRAN OBJ 9

Progress
Reference
TRAN OBJ 10

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 11

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 12
Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 13

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 14

Progress

Objective
To encourage pedestrian access to certain areas of Natura 2000 sites for
their appreciation and in a manner so as not to impact negatively on the
sites’ integrity or long term conservation status.
This objective is ongoing during the course of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To develop and implement, in consultation with the NRA, a programme for
the upgrading, improvement and maintenance of the national road network
within the county.
This programme is ongoing during the course of the County Development
Plan.
Objective
To develop and implement, in consultation with the Department of
Transport, Tourism and Sport a programme for the upgrading, improvement
and maintenance of the non national road network in the county.
This programme is ongoing during the course of the County Development
Plan.
Objective
To implement a programme of traffic and parking management measures
in towns and villages throughout the county, as resources permit.
This programme is ongoing during the course of the County Development
Plan.
Objective
To secure the provision of an appropriate level of vehicle parking facilities
in new developments in accordance with the standards set out in Chapter
11 Development Management Standards and Guidelines.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To facilitate and secure the provision of the proposed national road
schemes in County Meath as set out in the Annual Roadwork’s Programme
and for which funding is provided by the NRA.
This programme is ongoing each year during the course of the County
Development Plan.
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TRAN OBJ 15

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To investigate the effectiveness of, and if appropriate, progress the
implementation of, traffic management options, including the removal of
non‐local heavy goods vehicles from the N2 through Slane village, in
conjunction with the NRA and other relevant authorities with a view to
providing an enhanced and safer environment for the village.
Meath County Council appointed Halcrow Barry as consultants for the Slane
Traffic Management Review Project. Their brief included a number of
specific tasks including:







Familiarisation and review of the current published papers on the
N2 Slane Bypass and Traffic Management options;
Undertaking a gap analysis of existing work to date on traffic
management measures;
Review of results from Toll Analysis carried out on behalf of the
NRA;
Review results from the ‘Toll Holiday’ from November 2013 and
identify any implications;
Consider and analyse possible options (or combination of options)
utilising the traffic model as required, and;
Provide a report setting out the implications and impacts of the
preferred traffic management option and a detailed management /
implementation plan.

To date, Halcrow Barry has carried out a review of the existing traffic model
and existing reports including those produced since the Slane Bypass
scheme was refused planning consent by An Bord Pleanála in 2012. They
have also reviewed the traffic information provided by the NRA in relation
to the ‘Toll Holiday’ from November 2013. Halcrow Barry has also issued a
technical note on the gap analysis they had carried out. Halcrow Barry is
proceeding with the analysis of possible options (or combinations of various
options) that has been identified with a view to providing a definitive
position on what could be achieved in Slane by traffic management
measures.
Reference
TRAN OBJ 16

Progress

Objective
To proceed with an N2 bypass for Slane should the investigations referred
to in TRAN OBJ 15 conclude that there is no appropriate traffic
management alternative.
As work is still ongoing with regard to TRAN OBJ 15 as outlined above, it
would be premature to progress the bypassing of Slane on the basis of the
reasons cited by An Bord Pleanála in their decision.
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Reference
TRAN OBJ 17

Objective
To support, where appropriate, major road improvements,
bypasses of local towns and villages and proposed national road
schemes by reserving the corridors of any such proposed routes
free of developments, which would interfere with the provision of
such proposals. Such road schemes include:
Scheme Name
Description of Works
N2 Slane By‐pass
N2 Slane Bypass incorporating new bridge over the River Boyne
The progression of this scheme is dependent on TRAN OBJ 15 and TRAN OBJ 16 above.
N2 Rath Roundabout Investigate and progress online upgrading of this section of the
to Kilmoon Cross
National Primary Route
This scheme is not progressing at present.
M3 Junction 4
Upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
Meath County Council, Fingal County Council and the NRA have agreed a broad strategy for
the upgrade works required. However, it’s considered that the necessity to upgrade this
junction will depend on, and be delivered in tandem with, significant development occurring
of the employment lands at Portan, Clonee. It does not appear that there is state exchequer
funding available for this project.
M1 Junction 7
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity inclusive of
the facilitation of vehicular access to / from Stamullen via the City
North Business Campus to the M1 Interchange.
There has been no progress made in advancing this scheme which would be considered to be
developer driven to facilitate the further development of City North Business Campus should
the need arise.
M1 Junction 8
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
Meath County Council is presently examining traffic flows in the vicinity of this junction with
regard to the A1/M1 link.
M1 Junction 9
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
There has been no progress made in advancing this scheme.
M3 Junction 5
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
Preliminary traffic modelling has been carried out as part of a draft land use and
transportation approach to planning in this area.
M3 Junction 9
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
There has been no progress made in advancing this scheme.
N2 Rath
Possible upgrading of this junction to improve capacity
Roundabout
This scheme is not progressing at present.
M3 South of Junction 4 Introduce an additional lane on both M3 carriageways in
cooperation with planned M3 upgrades with Fingal County Council
and the National Roads Authority.
There has been no progress made in advancing this scheme.
N52 Fringestown
Re‐alignment of approximately 3km of the existing N52
Presently at design stage.
N51 Dunmoe
Realignment of N51 between Dunmoe and Cruicetown
Presently at design stage.
N51 Halltown
Construction of junction improvement and re‐alignment of minor
roads.
Presently at design stage.
N51/R164 Junction
Re‐alignment of N51 and amendment of junction arrangement to
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give priority to National Road Traffic.
Due to commence construction in 2015.
N51 Slane to Louth Co. Re‐alignment including widening of Mattock Bridge, and junction
Boundary
improvements.
In discussions presently with the NRA regarding this scheme whilst noting that it is not on
any priority list currently.
N52/R162 Junction
Re‐alignment of N52 and amendment of junction arrangement to
give priority to National Road Traffic. Including re‐alignment
necessary to remove height restriction at crossing of Navan ‐
Kingscourt Railway.
In discussions presently with the NRA regarding this scheme whilst noting that it is not on
any priority list currently.
N52/R154 Junction
Improve junction and re‐align regional road to introduce a
staggered arrangement.
In discussions presently with the NRA regarding this scheme whilst noting that it is not on
any priority list currently.
N52 Balrath Junction
Re‐align N52 and improve junction layout.
Draft preliminary design has been prepared.
Local Bypasses/Relief Examine feasibility and progress where appropriate local bypass
Roads
and relief roads as indicated on Map No. 6.3 and identified in Local
Area Plans and Town Development Plans.
Consideration of local bypass and relief roads is ongoing although constrained due to the lack
of available funding sources to advance same.
NB: The above list is for guidance purposes. It is not exhaustive, and other schemes may be
advanced during the lifetime of the plan and at the discretion of the Council in consultation
with relevant agencies.
Reference
TRAN OBJ 18

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 19

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 20

Progress

Objective
To upgrade, improve, strengthen and re‐align the road network in the
County as set out in the Annual Roads Programme for each year of the
Development Plan.
This objective is ongoing each year during the course of the County
Development Plan.
Objective
To liaise with Kildare County Council in the identification, design,
reservation and delivery of the section of the Maynooth Outer Relief Road
located within the administrative area of Meath County Council.
Whilst Meath County Council continue to liaise with Kildare County Council
in relation to the provision of the Maynooth Outer Relief Road most
recently in the preparation of the Maynooth Local Area Plan during the first
half of 2013. It is expected that the provision of this road will be developer
driven.
Objective
To have regard to the NRA’s Policy Statement on ‘Service areas on
motorways and high quality dual carriageways’ in the assessment of
proposals for such developments.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
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TRAN OBJ 21

Progress

Reference
TRAN OBJ 22

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To co‐operate with the NRA, NTA and other Local Authorities in clarifying
and finalising the route of the Leinster Outer Orbital Route (linking
Drogheda, Navan, Trim and Naas) proposed in the ‘Regional Planning
Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area’ and the NTA’s draft Transport
Strategy. This is particularly important in the vicinity of proposed major
junctions along the route in order to protect the identified corridor from
development intrusion.
The Leinster Outer Orbital or Dublin Outer Orbital Road is a long motorway
bypass proposed for Dublin whose primary purpose is to relieve the M50 of
the duty of carrying long distance traffic, leaving it as a distributor road for
the city. Based on rough alignments identified so far, its length will be close
to 74 km. The road is estimated to cost €2 billion and will be tolled. It was
not included for funding under the now discontinued Transport 21 plan.
Whilst the government had repeatedly reaffirmed that this motorway was
a priority, no such announcements of support have been made since 2008.
There is no reference to this project in the NTA Implementation Plan 2013‐
2018. A feasibility study of the project was completed and has been
provided to the Minister for Transport for consideration at Government
level for some time. It is considered unlikely therefore that any works will
occur to advance this project to detailed design within the life of the
current County Development Plan.
Objective
To prepare updated Road Safety plans in line with the National Road Safety
Strategy and in consultation with the Road Safety Authority and relevant
stakeholders.
Meath County Council has produced a document titled ‘Road Safety Plan
2013 – 2020 – Meath County Council Promoting Safer Roads’.
The Plan offers a strategic direction for Road Safety in the County, in terms
of engineering, education, enforcement and evaluation. There will be an
annual review of the plan involving all relevant agencies and personnel.
Progress in implementing the plan will be reported, and will be informed by
consultation with stakeholders.
A mid‐term evaluation for the plan will be implemented in 2016, which will
provide an opportunity to recalibrate targets, and to implement
adjustments to the education, engineering and enforcement measures as
required.

Reference
TRAN OBJ 23

Objective
To prepare a Thematic Spatial Strategy for industrial development and
enterprise which would identify and support the development of areas
where significant clusters of power, broadband, roads, water and gas could
be harnessed to become regionally important areas to accommodate very
large scale value added employment while avoiding potential for future
environmental and planning conflicts. Upon the preparation of this
Strategy, the extent of locations to which the Exceptional Circumstances or
Development at National Road Interchanges or Junctions, provisions may
apply, if any, and as agreed with the NTA and the NRA, shall be advanced
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as a Variation to the County Development Plan and Maps No. 6.4.1 ‐ 6.4.7
amended accordingly.
Whilst efforts have concentrated on the preparation and finalisation of the
Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014‐2022 and in
realising the objectives of the Core Strategy / reducing the number of Local
Area Plans over the past 2 years, it is considered that the preparation of
such a Thematic Spatial Strategy could be undertaken in 2015 subject to
the availability of resources. Regard must also be had to the
recommendations contained in the Economic Development Strategy for
County Meath with regard to the promotion of strategic sites.
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7.0 WATER, DRAINAGE & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
7.1 Strategic Objectives
It is important to state that the County Development Plan was prepared and adopted prior
to the establishment of Irish Water. Irish Water was incorporated in July 2013 as a semi‐
state company under the Water Services Act 2013 and will bring the water and wastewater
services of the all Local Authorities in Ireland together under one national service provider.
From the 1st January 2014, Irish Water became the National Water Services Authority and
from then assumed responsibility for the operation of public water services including
management of national water services assets, maintenance of water and wastewater
systems, investment and planning, managing capital investments and customer care and
billing. As well as responsibility for public water services, Irish Water will also be making
capital investment decisions regarding the country’s water and wastewater infrastructure on
a national basis. The role of the Local Authority is now to act as an agent of Irish Water to
operate and maintain water services infrastructure and to project manage capital
investment, in accordance with a nationally agreed Service Level Agreement, for a period of
12 years. The comments which proceed in relation to the realization of objectives are
qualified on this basis.

7.2 Water Services – Strategic Objectives
Reference
WS SO 1

Progress

Objective
To advance the water supply and wastewater collection and treatment
infrastructural requirements of the County by reviewing the Assessment of
Water Services Needs as required, and implement the Water Services
Investment Programme, the Rural Water Programme and the Water
Conservation Programme.
The realisation of this objective will be ongoing during the lifetime of the
County Development Plan. Since 1st January 2014, Irish Water has statutory
responsibility for all aspects of water services planning, delivery and
operation at national, regional and local levels including the delivery of water
services capital infrastructure. Irish Water has published its proposed Capital
Investment Plan 2014‐2016.
Meath County Council will continue to proactively highlight the strategic
planning needs of this county with Irish Water over the remainder of the
lifetime of the County Development Plan. This includes participation in Irish
Water’s Water Service Strategic Plan. The initial public consultation phase of
this Strategic Plan concluded in September 2014. The purpose of this
consultation was to elicit members of the public and other stakeholders for
their views on how Ireland’s public water services should evolve over the
next 25 years.
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WS SO 2

Progress

Reference
WS SO 3

Progress

Reference
WS SO 4

Progress

Reference
WS SO 5

Progress

Reference
WS SO 6

Progress

Reference
WS SO 7

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To improve and extend the County’s water supply and wastewater collection
and treatment infrastructure to serve the planned levels of growth, during
the lifetime of this plan, in order to facilitate development.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan. Response to WS
SO 1 above is also relevant.
Objective
To secure the provision of water, wastewater treatment and waste
management initiatives to accommodate the future sustainable economic
and residential growth of the County in accordance with the Core Strategy
and Settlement Strategy and in consultation with statutory agencies and
adjoining Local Authorities.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan. Response to WS
SO 1 above is also relevant.
Objective
To upgrade existing water and wastewater facilities, where deficient, in order
to meet the Drinking Water Regulations, the Urban Wastewater Directives/
Regulations, the discharge license regulations and the EU Water Framework
Directive, or any future amendment thereof.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan. Response to WS
SO 1 above is also relevant.
Objective
To develop a Water Services Strategic Plan under Section 36 of the Water
Services Act 2007, to ensure that adequate provision of drinking water and
wastewater treatment is made to meet existing and future planned
development needs in the County.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan. Response to WS
SO 1 above is also relevant. The responsibility to prepare a Water Services
Strategic Plan now rests with Irish Water.
Objective
To support the development of an agreed protocol and/or other
arrangements between local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area to ensure
the optimum allocation of sanitary and other services for priority
investments.
Such matters are now the preserve of Irish Water which should ensure a less
parochial approach to the allocation of capacities within sub regional
facilities.
Objective
To undertake Appropriate Assessment of the likely significant effects on
Natura 2000 sites in accordance with Article 6(3) of the EC Habitats Directive
for proposals for the abstraction of water from Natura 2000 sites.
This is a mandatory legal requirement and will be adhered to by the relevant
authority in advancing such proposals through the appropriate planning
authority.
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WS SO 8

Progress

Reference
WS SO 9
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Objective
To ensure that in so far as is reasonably practicable, waste water treatment
plants are operated in compliance with their Waste Water Discharge Licenses
/ Certificates of Authorisation, in order to protect water quality.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan. Under the
Service Level Agreement, Meath County Council will operate and maintain all
waste water facilities in County Meath on behalf of Irish Water and will
continue to do so in a manner and to such a level as will be reasonably
practicable to ensure continuous compliance with granted EPA Waste Water
Discharge Licences and Certificates of Authorisation.
Objective
To promote compliance with environmental standards and objectives
established
i.

Progress

for bodies of surface water, by the European Communities (Surface
Waters) Regulations 2009;
ii.
for groundwater, by the European Communities (Groundwater)
Regulations 2010; which standards and objectives are included in
river basin management plans.
Ongoing over the lifetime of the County Development Plan whilst noting that
such matters are now the preserve and responsibility of Irish Water.

7.3 Water Services –Objectives
Reference
WS OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 2
Progress

Objective
To reduce Meath County Council’s dependence on the water services
infrastructure of adjoining Local Authorities to cater for the projected
development needs of Drogheda and Environs, East Meath and the South
East urban centres.
The realisation of this objective will be ongoing during the lifetime of the
County Development Plan. Meath County Council will continue to proactively
highlight the strategic planning and infrastructural investment needs of this
county with Irish Water over the remainder of the lifetime of the County
Development Plan.
Objective
To implement the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 ‐ 2013 and all
subsequent Water Services Investment Programmes.
The Water Services Investment Programme was a multi‐annual investment
plan for the provision of major water and sewerage schemes administered by
the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government. Since 1st
January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels
including the delivery of water services capital infrastructure. Irish Water has
published its proposed Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014‐2016. The Council
will continue to work with Irish Water to advance the Capital Investment
proposed in the CIP 2014 – 2016.
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WS OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 4

Progress
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Objective
To continue the upgrading and rehabilitation of water main networks and to
implement Phases 2 to 5 of the Meath Countywide Water Conservation
Project – Meath Countywide Watermains Rehabilitation Strategy.
Responsibility for Water Services Capital investment including Watermains
Network Rehabilitation now lies with Irish Water. Meath County Council will
work with Irish Water to advance further phases of the Meath Countywide
Rehabilitation Strategy.
Objective
To continue the commitment to water conservation and reduction of leakage
and wastage from the water supply systems to the lowest available level with
an objective of reducing waste and leakage to less than 30% unaccounted for
water during the life of this Plan in the interest of achieving efficiency and
sustainability.
The realisation of this objective will be ongoing during the lifetime of the
County Development Plan under the Service Level Agreement between
Meath County Council and Irish Water.

Reference
WS OBJ 5
Progress

Objective
To apply water pricing in accordance with water pricing policies as adopted.
This objective relates to the Water Pricing Policy that was applicable under
the former DoECLG administered Water Services Investment Programme, by
which the Council through development levies, contributed to the cost of
Capital Schemes. Since 1st January 2014 Irish Water is responsible for Water
Services Capital Investment and funds 100% of project costs. In this regard,
since 1st January 2014, Meath County Council no longer applies water and
waste water levies to new Planning Permissions granted.

Reference
WS OBJ 6

Objective
To implement the measures under the Rural Water Programme so as to
improve the quality, reliability and efficiency of water supplies for rural
dwellers.
The Rural Water Programme does not fall within the remit of Irish Water and
hence Meath County Council will continue to work with householders and
communities in relation to Group Water and Sewerage Schemes and well
grants.

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 7

Progress

Objective
Meath County Council will seek enhanced capacity to service the East of the
County and the Drogheda Environs in conjunction with Fingal and Louth
County Councils, Drogheda Borough Council and the Department of
Environment, Community and Local Government including where necessary
the exploration of alternative options.
Significant additional capacity has been realised by the Council in recent
years under the Water Services Investment Programme. Now that Irish
Water has responsibility for Capital Investment including Strategic
Investment Planning, the Council will work with Irish Water to help ensure
that sufficient water services capacity is provided and maintained to facilitate
planned sustainable growth.
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Reference
WS OBJ 8
Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 9

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 10

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 11

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 12
Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 13

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To generally require new developments to provide for the separation of foul
and surface water drainage networks within the application site.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
planning application assessment and development management processes.
Objective
To seek to implement pilot projects within the lifetime of the Development
Plan, to develop an Inflow/Infiltration/Exfiltration Reduction Procedure to
reduce inflow, infiltration and exfiltration flows to economic levels in the
most cost‐effective manner and to develop a systematic programme of
rehabilitation works across the County.
The Council will continue to work with Irish Water to help develop and shape
the strategy for Capital Investment for the benefit of County Meath. In this
context the Council will seek Irish Water investment in Wastewater network
assessment and rehabilitation.
Objective
To develop groundwater protection schemes in line with the
recommendations contained within the DoEHLG /GSI/ EPA publication
‘Groundwater Protection Schemes, 1999’ or any revised or replacement
publication.
Meath County Council will continue to work with Irish Water throughout the
life of the County Development Plan to develop groundwater protection
schemes.
Objective
To undertake a review of the ‘Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for County
Meath’ following the publication of the flood mapping which is being
produced as part of the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management
(CFRAM) Studies.
It is expected that the Eastern CFRAM flood mapping will be published in
draft format in January of this year and will be completed during 2015.
Objective
To design flood relief measures to ensure appropriate protection for alluvial
woodland (i.e. a qualifying interest) along the Boyne.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To design flood relief measures to protect the conservation objectives of
Natura 2000 sites and to avoid indirect impacts of conflict with other
qualifying interests or Natura 2000 sites.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
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Reference
WS OBJ 14
Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 15

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 16

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 17

Progress

Reference
WS OBJ 18

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To promote positive flood relief measures that can enhance habitats in the
Boyne floodplain such as swales, constructed wetland basins etc.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To seek to ensure that construction works are designed so as not to result in
surface water runoff into cSAC or SPAs either directly or indirectly via a
watercourse.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To incorporate and promote the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
within County Council Developments and other infrastructural projects as
required in the Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To require the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems in accordance with
the Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works for new
developments (including extensions).
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To ensure that all new developments comply with Section 3.12 of the
Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works V6 which sets
out the requirements for new developments to allow for Climate Change?
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.

7.4 Waste Management
The County Development Plan indicates that the term ‘waste’ generally refers to an
unwanted or unusable material that is deliberately discarded by its users and is classified in
accordance with criteria set down by the European Union. Waste management involves
measures to protect the environment and human health by preventing or reducing the
adverse impacts of the generation and management of waste and by reducing overall
impacts of resource use and improving the efficiency of such use. Maintaining economic
progress in County Meath is contingent on a good environment and the availability of
necessary waste management facilities. Waste management policy is predicated on the EU
Waste Hierarchy of prevention, preparing for reuse, recycling, energy recovery and
sustainable disposal.
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7.5 Waste Management Objectives
Reference
WM OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 4
Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 5
Progress

Objective
To facilitate the provision of appropriate waste recovery and disposal
facilities in accordance with the principles set out in the appropriate Waste
Management Plan applicable from time to time made in accordance with the
Waste Management Act 1996.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management and waste licensing processes. The draft Eastern
–Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan (DEMWMP) was published in
November 2014 and sets out a series of policies designed to give a clear
indication as to what the plan supports are in relation to the provision of
waste infrastructure locally, regionally and nationally.
Objective
To continue to expand environmental awareness initiatives designed to
create increased public awareness of waste prevention minimisation, reuse
and resource efficiency. This should be encouraged at all sectors of society.
Education, awareness and prevention campaigns continue to expand
targeting households, communities, schools and business. Further
intensification of activity under these headings are proposed under new
enforcement structures to be rolled out by the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Government and the establishment of a
new Regional Waste Management Plan office which will co‐ordinate
enforcement targets set out in the DEMWMP.
Objective
To identify suitable sites for additional recycling centres and bring bank
facilities to cater for the projected increase in waste for recycling over the
timescale of this Development Plan and subject to appropriate funding, seek
the provision of appropriate infrastructure through the public or private
sector.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Meath County Council recognise the important role that recycling
centres / civic amenity sites play in accepting different waste streams from
both household and commercial sources.
Objective
To update the Sludge Management Plan for County Meath and seek to
implement the recommendations of that plan.
Sludge Management Plans are now to be prepared by Irish Water and the
preparation of a national plan for the management of wastewater sludge
commenced at the end of 2014.
Objective
To continue to tackle littering through the continued implementation and
updating of Meath County Councils anti‐litter plan.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. A new Litter Management Plan for County Meath will be prepared in
2015.
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Reference
WM OBJ 6

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 7
Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 8
Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 9

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 10

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 11

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To seek the effective engagement of local communities in Meath to promote
their role in recycling waste and tackling the problems of illegal dumping
within the County through liaison with the Environmental Awareness Officer.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Environmental Awareness Officers are actively involved with
community groups, residents associations and local businesses in promoting
recycling, tackling illegal dumping and encouraging locals to take ownership
of their local environment.
Objective
To promote the implementation of Waste Management Activities in
accordance with ‘Best Practice’ and national policy.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Progress on this objective will be enhanced by a series of policy actions
and targets contained in the DEMWMP.
Objective
To facilitate the implementation of national legislation and national and
regional waste management policy.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Progress on this objective will be enhanced by a series of policy actions
and targets contained in the DEMWMP.
Objective
To encourage community/voluntary groups to establish additional waste
services or facilities (e.g. small scale facilities for recycling, reuse/repair) in
their area and assist them to develop a strategy to provide such facilities for
and with the members of their community.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Encouragement and support are given to community /voluntary groups
for the provision of waste infrastructure.
Objective
To support the continued expansion of Bring Bank networks to a target
density of 1 bank per 500 households. Innovative methods of siting and
collection will be supported. Existing and future bring banks should be
standardised where appropriate and meet minimum service standards.
Existing facilities may be upgraded to accept additional materials.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. The target contained in this objective is more demanding than that now
contained in the DEMWMP of not less than 1.5 bring banks per 5,000
inhabitants. The Environment Section will be working towards the
achievement of the target contained in the DEMWMP.
Objective
To ensure that household waste recycling is adequately addressed in all
proposed new residential developments, by taking this into account during
the Planning Application process.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
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development management process. The Household Food Waste Regulations
2013 which came into effect since the County Development Plan was
prepared and adopted also now require that provision is also made for
segregated food waste.
Reference
WM OBJ 12
Progress

Objective
To support the acceptance of commercial waste on a fee paying basis at
existing Recycling Centres where practical.
The existing Recycling Centres in the County operated on behalf of Meath
County Council are located at Kells, Navan & Trim. These centres all accept
commercial waste on a fee paying basis. The Thornton’s Recycling Centre in
Dunboyne only accepts recyclable material; will not accept household or
garden waste or waste from commercial customers.
A new contract was awarded in November 2014 relating to the operation of
the three Council owned recycling centres which provides for the acceptance
of a wider range of waste streams including commercial and hazardous
waste from small businesses.

Reference
WM OBJ 13

Progress

Objective
To support the development of facilities to cater for commercial waste not
provided for in the kerbside collection system such as WEEE, C&D type waste
and hazardous materials in accordance with the requirements of the North
East Waste Management Plan.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan. The DEMWMP
further supports the development of such facilities.
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WM OBJ 14

Progress
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Objective
To support developments necessary to manage food waste in accordance
with the requirements of the Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations
and the Regional Waste Management Plan.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
The Household Food Waste and Bio‐Waste Regulations 2013 were signed
into law by the Minister of the Environment, Community and Local
Government, Phil Hogan on the 21st February 2013 and came into effect on
1st July 2013. These regulations impose obligations on collectors of waste to
provide a separate collection service for household waste and on
householders to segregate household food waste and keep it separate from
other non‐biodegradable waste.
The Regulations are being phased in over the following timetable:
Date

Agglomeration
size
01/07/13 > 25,000 persons

Towns/Villages

31/12/13 > 20,000 persons
01/07/14 > 10,000 persons

None
Ashbourne, Bettystown / Laytown /
Mornington
Trim, Kells, Ratoath, Dunboyne,
Dunshaughlin, Duleek, Stamullen,
Athboy, Enfield
All other town and villages

01/07/15 > 1,500 persons

01/07/16 > 500 persons

Navan, Drogheda South

Brown Bins have been rolled out in Navan from the 1st July 2013 and in
Ashbourne & Laytown/Bettystown/Mornington East from the 1st July 2014 in
accordance with the above phasing requirements. A significant number of
activities have been initiated to increase education and awareness of the
environmental and economic benefits of segregating food waste.
Reference
WM OBJ 15
Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 16

Progress

Objective
To support the acceptance of WEEE at all Recycling Centres for household
waste.
WEEE is accepted at the existing Recycling Centres in the County operated on
behalf of Meath County Council located at Kells, Navan & Trim. A specific
policy action is included in DEMWMP which will support this objective.
Objective
To support the development of infrastructural requirements necessary to
meet the objectives and targets Meath’s Sludge Management Plan having
regard to the relevant siting guidelines.
Irish Water is now the authority responsible for sludge management in
Meath arising from water and wastewater treatment plants in the county.
The proper management of sludge presents a challenge to Irish Water in
terms of identifying an appropriate management strategy and identifying
options that can potentially generate revenue and reduce management
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costs. Particular challenges include maximising energy recovery in the short
term and the development of sustainable products and channels for the re‐
use of by‐products in the medium term. The development management
process shall ensure that the requirements of siting guidelines are adhered
to.
Reference
WM OBJ 17

Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 18

Progress
Reference
WM OBJ 19
Progress

Reference
WM OBJ 20

Progress

Objective
To require developers to prepare construction and demolition waste
management plans for new construction projects over certain thresholds
which shall meet the relevant recycling/recovery targets for such waste in
accordance with the national legislation and national and regional waste
management policy.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process. It is a standard condition attached to all
grants of planning permission to prepare and submit a construction and
demolition waste management plan for all construction projects to the
Planning Authority and have obtained their written agreement in advance of
development commencing.
Objective
To seek to ensure in cooperation with relevant authorities that waste
management facilities are appropriately managed and monitored according
to best practice to maximise efficiencies and to protect human health and
the natural environment.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To provide for the development of a Recycling Centre in the South East
Meath Area, subject to appropriate funding.
Realising this objective is ongoing over the life of the County Development
Plan. Meath County Council recognise the important role that recycling
centres/ civic amenity sites play in accepting different waste streams from
both household and commercial sources.
Objective
To co‐operate with the Department of the Environment, Community and
Local Government, the Environmental Protection Agency and other relevant
stakeholders in implementing proposals which discourage illegal or improper
disposal of waste and promote the diversion of recyclable items from the
waste streams including ‘bottle return and refund’ schemes.
Meath County Council Environment Department are represented on a
Steering Group which also comprised of the Department of the Environment,
Community and Local Government, Local Authorities and other stakeholders
which was established for the preparation of the DEMWMP. This plan
strongly discourages illegal or improper disposal of waste and promotes the
diversion of items away from landfill towards recycling. A new Regional
Waste Management Plan Office is being established which will co‐ordinate
enforcement and monitor targets and objectives associated with responsible
waste management activities.
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Reference
PC OBJ 1
Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To update Noise Mapping in accordance with revised or updated thresholds
for Noise Mapping.
The major roads traversing the county have been dealt with and the NRA
produced the Strategic Noise Mapping for those roads within the county for
the road sections that carried greater than 3 million vehicle passages. Meath
County Council being the Action Planning Authority for Meath had to
produce a Noise Action Plan. This Noise Action Plan was produced in Q3 2013
and was adopted as a Strategic Policy document on the 13th November 2013.
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8.0 ENERGY AND COMMUNICATIONS
Chapter 8 of the County Development Plan outlines the Council’s policies and objectives in
relation to Energy and Communications. These are largely dictated by national and regional
policy.
The availability of energy and high speed broadband is of critical importance to the
continued development and expansion of employment in County Meath. The growth in the
national economy previously has placed considerable strain on the national electricity
generating capacity. The supply of electricity has been opened up to increased competition
and new generation plants may connect to the electricity network to transfer power from
where it is produced to where there is a demand for it.
Meath County Council recognises the essential requirement for energy production and
distribution. The two main energy networks serving County Meath are electricity and gas.
With increased residential development in the county and a drive for more industrial,
commercial and employment generating uses, it will be important to ensure that the
capacity of the energy networks is sufficient to meet these demands.
The Climate Change and Energy Action Plan 2011‐2012 was reviewed in 2013 and it was
decided not to publish a new strategy until such time as Central Government updated the
current National Climate Change Strategy. In November 2013, a new Energy Policy was
adopted by Meath County Council. In 2014, energy upgrade works have been carried out to
256 units of housing stock owned and managed by Meath County Council which included
wall and attic insulation. Task orders have been issued to contractors for a further 417
houses, and pre‐works surveys are in the process of being carried out on an additional 380
houses. In September 2014, the DoECLG allocated funding for energy efficiency insulation
(2nd tranche) and once‐off adaptation works to Council properties. This will allow for further
improvements in energy efficiency.
While no renewable energy strategy has commenced to date, Meath County Council has
approved the undertaking of a study to look at the potential of geothermal energy including
warm springs in the County and its viability as an energy source for district heating. This
study could act as a forerunner to the commissioning of a renewable energy strategy. A
strategic infrastructure application was lodged with An Bord Pleanála for a 46 turbine wind
farm located in three clusters in County Meath. The Chief Executive’s report on same was
presented to the Elected Members in December 2014. The views of the Members was
appended to same and referred to An Bord Pleanála for their consideration. If permitted and
constructed, it would be the first wind farm of this scale in County Meath.
Broadband is improving in the County. Kells High‐Speed Broadband was launched by Eircom
Wholesale in April 2014. Eircom Wholesale is investing €400 million in upgrading its Open
Access national telecommunications network, bringing high‐speed broadband to 1.4 million
homes and businesses nationwide by 2016. To date 12,500 premises in Meath have been
empowered with next generation broadband and when the upgrade is complete in 2016,
75% of homes and businesses in Meath will be able to access uncongested high‐speed
broadband with speeds of up to 100mb/s.
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8.1 Energy Objectives
Reference
EC OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
EC OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
EC OBJ 3
Progress

Reference
EC OBJ 4

Progress

Objective
To ensure that all plans and projects associated with the generation or
supply of energy or telecommunication networks will be subject to an
Appropriate Assessment Screening and those plans or projects which could,
either individually or in‐combination with other plans and projects, have a
significant effect on a Natura 2000 site (or sites) undergo a full Appropriate
Assessment.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To support the review and implementation of the actions of the Meath
County Council Climate Change Strategy and Energy Management Action
Plan 2011‐ 2012, ‘Think Globally Act Locally’.
The Climate Change and Energy Action Plan is a Corporate Document with all
sections of the Council having responsibility for its implementation. An
Energy Map Team was established with the aim of helping to implement the
strategy across the organisation but is no longer active. The Transport Energy
Unit deals with energy on a day to day basis to try and ensure the Council
meets its 33% target across our functional areas by 2020. Our Strategy
covered the following areas: Energy Usage, Transportation, Housing &
Buildings, Planning, Procurement, Waste Management and Raising
Awareness. We have achieved many of the proposed actions under the
headings to some degree. The Strategy was reviewed in 2013 and it was
decided not to publish a new strategy until such time as central government
updated the current National Climate Change Strategy.
Objective
To investigate the preparation of a renewable energy strategy promoting
technologies which are most viable in County Meath.
This has not been undertaken to date and it considered that the undertaking
of a renewable energy strategy will necessitate the employment of a suitably
qualified company/person. Meath County Council is a partner in an Interreg
funded energy efficiency and micro‐generation project. One of the
conditions for our inclusion in the project was that a study be undertaken to
look at the potential of geothermal energy including warm springs in the
County, and its viability as an energy source for district heating. This study
has just been approved and should be considered a starting point for the
preparation of a renewable energy strategy for the County.
Objective
To seek the delivery of the necessary integration of transmission network
requirements to facilitate linkages of renewable energy proposals to the
electricity transmission grid in a sustainable and timely manner.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
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Communications Objective

Reference
EC OBJ 5

Progress

Objective
To support the establishment of a Broadband Telecommunications Task
Force comprising service providers, user representatives and local
development agencies to assist in the planning, implementation and
monitoring of the roll out of broadband infrastructure in the county.
There has been no progress made in the implementation of this objective to
date.
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9.0 CULTURAL AND NATURAL ASSETS
The identity of Meath is intrinsically linked to its heritage, and is central to how we see
ourselves as individuals, communities and as a county. The cultural and natural heritage and
landscape are vital assets that help the county compete as a tourism destination and as a
location of choice for investment.
Meath’s wealth of built heritage makes it exceptional in Ireland. It includes the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne, the seat of the High Kings of Ireland at Tara, the
passage tombs of Loughcrew, the largest Anglo‐Norman castle in Europe at Trim, the historic
towns of Navan, Trim and Kells, great country houses, demesne landscapes, and a significant
industrial heritage of canals and mills.
Meath’s natural heritage includes scenic river valleys, rolling farmland, a network of mature
hedgerows and diverse coastal habitats.
Chapter 9 of the County Development Plan establishes Meath County Council’s policies and
proposals for the protection, conservation and enhancement of the heritage of Meath.
There are a significant number of projects that have been completed and are ongoing under
the Heritage remit in Meath County Council. This success is driven largely by the Heritage
Officer and Conservation Officer.
The County Heritage Plan gives a more detailed account of the specific projects being carried
out. A new draft County Heritage Plan was prepared by the County Heritage Forum,
facilitated by Meath County Council. The proposed actions contained therein were
presented to the Planning, Economic Development and Enterprise Support Strategic Policy
Committee in October 2014.
The first phase of the Boyne Greenway is now open between Oldbridge Estate and the
Ramparts in Drogheda. Work is ongoing in the preparation of the design of the second phase
of this project which will connect the Brú na Bóinne World Heritage Site Interpretative
Centre to Oldbridge Estate. Local projects completed in County Meath include Hydrology
Survey of Girley Bog, Interpretative panels for Dalgan Park and Duleek Commons and Coastal
Erosion Project. A number of projects have been carried out that focus on raising awareness,
for example, a two‐day conference featuring national and international speakers was held in
Trim in July 2013, major exhibition on the Albert Kahn Photographic Collection, a grant
scheme was launched to encourage community groups to organise events during Heritage
week and a public art project produced a new photographic driven publication based around
individual experiences of Tara. In addition the successful implementation of the EU
INTERREG IVA Action for Biodiversity Project in partnership with ten Local Authorities as part
of the East Border Biodiversity Sub‐Group.
In 2014, €172,000 was provided to Meath County council by the Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht under the Government’s Stimulus Capital Programme to assist
with the conservation and repair of protected structures or structures in Architectural
Conservation Areas. Sixteen projects were funded throughout the county. A draft
Biodiversity Plan has been prepared by the County Meath Heritage Forum and will be
presented to the Planning, Economic Development and Enterprise Support Strategic Policy
Committee in December 2014. The Buildings at Risk Scheme which operated in 2013 and the
Built Heritage Jobs Leverage Scheme (2014) have allocated funding to encourage the use of
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traditional skills such as joinery repair, metalwork, restoration of stained glass, stone
masonry and lime work.

9.1 Cultural Heritage Objectives
Reference
CH OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 4

Progress

Objective
To protect and enhance the Outstanding Universal Value of the cultural
landscape in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne in accordance
with the relevant guidelines and national legislation, so that its integrity,
authenticity and significance are not adversely affected by cumulative
inappropriate change and development, and to enhance views within and
adjacent to the site.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process. In 2012, the Brú na Bóinne World
Heritage Site Management Plan Steering Committee with representation
from Government departments, state agencies and interested stakeholders
was established. A new Brú na Bóinne World Heritage Site Management Plan
is being prepared. A draft of this plan has been issued to the Steering Group
for discussion, and it is intended that this will be on public display early in
2015.
Objective
To protect the ridgelines which frame views within and from the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne from inappropriate or visually intrusive
development.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To encourage and facilitate pre‐planning consultation with applicants
regarding the siting and design of developments affecting the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne, and the scope of any necessary impact
assessments.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management fortnightly pre planning meeting process.
Objective
To encourage the retention, conservation, and appropriate re‐use of
vernacular and traditional buildings within the UNESCO World Heritage Site
of Brú na Bóinne in preference to either their replacement, or the
construction of new buildings on green field sites.
Meath County Council has been successful in obtaining funding to undertake
a project which seeks to identify and promote the reuse of vernacular
buildings within the World Heritage Site. This includes an appraisal of the
condition and structural integrity of these structures and an assessment of
the viability of their potential for restoration and adaptation.
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Reference
CH OBJ 5

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 6

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To utilise available LiDAR imagery data and viewshed analysis derived from it
as a tool to guide and inform development management of the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process. LiDAR data has been made available to a
number of researchers in the area, many of whom presented their work at a
Seminar “Recent archaeological research in the Boyne Valley” in Slane on
29th Nov. 2014.
Objective
To develop a World Heritage Site page on the meath.ie website to
disseminate information and provide initial planning guidance for those living
and working in and around the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na
Bóinne.
A page has been developed on the meath.ie website
http://www.meath.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/BrunaBoinneWorldHeritageSi
te/
The Planning Department are committed to providing planning guidance for
those living and working in and around the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Brú na Bóinne on this site page during 2015.

Reference
CH OBJ 7

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 8
Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 9

Progress

Objective
To protect archaeological sites and monuments, underwater archaeology,
and archaeological objects, which are listed in the Record of Monuments and
Places, and to seek their preservation in situ (or at a minimum, preservation
(by record) through the planning process.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process and engagement with the National
Monuments Service.
Objective
To seek to protect important archaeological landscapes from inappropriate
development.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To make the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) available to the public
in the Planning Office and maintain a link on the Meath website to the on‐
line edition at www.archaeology.ie.
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) are available to the public in the
Planning Office in both hard and soft copy format.
A link is available to the on‐line edition at the following link through the
meath.ie website
http://www.meath.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Archaeology/ArchaeologyWe
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bsites/
Reference
CH OBJ 10

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 11

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 12
Progress
Reference
CH OBJ 13

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 14

Progress

Objective
To establish in‐house training programmes for Council staff carrying out
repair and maintenance works to historic structures, subject to the
availability of resources.
A workshop was given on dry stone walling in Trim in 2013. A supervisor and
4 gateway workers from the Trim office attended a workshop on the
maintenance and repair of medieval town walls, in Drimnagh Castle on
October 9th 2014.
Objective
To encourage and promote the appropriate management and maintenance
of the County’s archaeological heritage, including historical burial grounds, in
accordance with conservation principles and best practice guidelines.
A project archaeologist was appointed in 2014 and he has advised on a
number of archaeological site / projects. A policy document and bye‐laws for
burial grounds is being prepared. Consultation with, and advice to graveyard
committees is on‐going.
Objective
To consider the establishment of a National Monuments Advisory Committee
for Meath, subject to available resources.
This is presently under discussion.
Objective
To protect all structures (or, where appropriate, parts of structures) within
the county which are of special architectural, historical, archaeological,
artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest and which are included
in the Record of Protected Structures (See Appendix 8).
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process. In 2014, €172,000 was provided to
Meath County Council by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
under the Government’s Stimulus Capital Programme. This scheme was
intended to assist with the conservation and repair of protected structures or
structures in Architectural Conservation Areas, and to create jobs in a niche
area of the construction industry. The scheme was managed in Meath
County Council by the Conservation Officer and 16 projects were funded
throughout the county. In addition, Section 57 Declaration of Exemption
requests are assessed by the Planning Authority with respect to the type of
works which it considers would or would not materially affect the character
of a Protected Structure.
Objective
To review and update the Record of Protected Structures when new
information becomes available and to make additions and deletions as
appropriate.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan through the provisions
of Section 55 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000‐2014. To date,
there have been no additions or deletions to the Record of Protected
Structures since the County Development Plan came into effect. The
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Planning Authority proposes to commence a midterm review of the Record
of Protected Structures in 2015.
Reference
CH OBJ 15
Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 16

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 17

Progress

Objective
To identify and retain good examples of historic street furniture e.g. cast‐iron
post boxes, water pumps, signage, street lighting and kerbing.
A number of such structures are included on the Record of Protected
Structures. Where additional examples are found in the course of Part VIII
projects or on‐going development management, it is the policy of Meath
County Council to retain these.
Objective
To make available and distribute detailed guidance notes and provide advice
on architectural heritage to the public, developers, public bodies, groups and
associations.
Significant information in relation to architectural heritage is available on the
meath.ie website on the Heritage & Conservation page, and from the
Conservation Officer. Documents include Architectural Conservation Area
(ACA) Character Statements for 11 of the 18 ACAs in Co. Meath, with a
further 2 in draft and 1 in preparation, and general conservation guidelines
and funding opportunities for Built Heritage. A Guidance document on
Shopfronts has been prepared in‐house, and will be published shortly. Links
are provided to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht website,
which includes other guidance and policy documents.
Objective
To work with stakeholders to progress the phased restoration, maintenance
and re‐use for amenity purposes of the Boyne Navigation, towpath and
associated structures within Meath.
The Boyne Navigation Branch (branch of the Inland Waterways Association of
Ireland) was formed in 2007 with the primary objective to restore the Boyne
Navigation (Canal) which goes from Drogheda to Navan. The initial lock on
the canal (sea lock) has been restored and will be open by the end of this
year. Work is also underway on the Guard Lock (Lock 2). Work has also begun
up on the Newgrange/ Brú na Bóinne section of the canal concentrating on
strengthening the stonework at the initial section of this part of the canal,
Staleen Lower.
The first phase of the Boyne Greenway is now open between Oldbridge
Estate and the Ramparts in Drogheda. Work is ongoing in the preparation of
the design of the second phase of this project which will connect the Brú na
Bóinne Interpretative Centre to Oldbridge Estate.

Reference
CH OBJ 18
Progress

Objective
To work with stakeholders to promote the maintenance and re‐use for
amenity purposes of the Royal Canal and associated structures within Meath
Meath County Council and Kildare County Council approved a Part VIII
application with respect of the Royal Canal Greenway along the former tow
path of the Royal canal in 2013. This will form part of the Dublin – Galway
Greenway. The Authorities are investigating funding opportunities to deliver
same.
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Reference
CH OBJ 19

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 20

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 21

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 22

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 23

Progress

Reference
CH OBJ 24
Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To carry out phase two of the Industrial Heritage Survey, this will comprise a
more detailed site inventory and assessment of surviving structures and
sites.
Not commenced as yet. It is intended that funding will be sought for this
project through the new Heritage Plan.
Objective
To prohibit the demolition of a structure that positively contributes to the
character of an ACA, except in exceptional circumstances. Meath County
Council will require such applications to be accompanied by a measured and
photographic survey, condition report and architectural heritage assessment
of the structure. Where permission for demolition is granted within an ACA,
an assessment of the impact of the replacement building on the character of
the ACA will be required.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To ensure that any new development within or contiguous to an ACA is
sympathetic to the character of the area and that the design is appropriate in
terms of scale, height, plot density, layout, materials and finishes.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To discourage development that would lead to a loss of, or cause damage to,
the character, the principal components of, or the setting of historic parks,
gardens and demesnes of heritage significance.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To require that proposals for development in designed landscapes and
demesnes include an appraisal of the landscape, designed views and vistas,
and an assessment of significant trees or groups of trees, as appropriate.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To assist the retention and development of traditional building skills in
Meath subject to the availability of resources.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process. The Buildings at Risk Scheme which
operated in 2013 and the Built Heritage Jobs Leverage Scheme (2014) have
allocated funding to encourage the use of traditional skills such as joinery
repair, metalwork, restoration of stained glass, stone masonry and lime
work.
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CH OBJ 25

Progress
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Objective
To support proposals from local communities and community organisations
which seek to have a Village Design Statement for a particular village drawn
up through a process involving community participation, the Heritage Council
and the Council’s Planning Department, subject to availability of resources.
Whilst no Village Design Statements have been prepared since the coming
into effect of the County Development Plan, 10 village enhancement plans
have been prepared pursuant to the Renaissance Village Enhancement
Initiative.

9.2 Natural Heritage Objectives
Reference
NH OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
NH OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
NH OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
GI OBJ 1
Progress

Objective
To implement, in partnership with the Department of Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, relevant stakeholders and the community, the objectives and
actions of Actions for Biodiversity 2011‐2016; Ireland’s National Biodiversity
Plan that relate to the remit and functions of Meath County Council and the
County Meath Biodiversity Plan and any revisions thereof.
A draft Biodiversity Plan has been prepared by the County Meath Heritage
Forum and will be presented to the Planning, Economic Development and
Enterprise Support Strategic Policy Committee on Dec 18th 2014.
Objective
To ensure an Appropriate Assessment in accordance with Article 6(3) and
Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, and in accordance with the Department
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government Appropriate Assessment of
Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities, 2009 and
relevant EPA and European Commission guidance documents, is carried out
in respect of any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to
the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect on a Natura
2000 site(s), either individually or in combination with other plans or
projects, in view of the site’s conservation objectives.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To protect and conserve the conservation value of candidate Special Areas of
Conservation, Special Protection Areas, National Heritage Areas and
proposed Natural Heritage Areas as identified by the Minister for the
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and any other sites that may
be proposed for designation during the lifetime of this Plan.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To develop and support the implementation of a Green Infrastructure
Strategy for County Meath.
A draft Green Infrastructure Strategy has been prepared and is currently
being finalised. A Green Infrastructure Strategy has been prepared for the
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towns of Kells and Trim and the areas covered in the East Meath Local Area
Plan (Laytown, Bettystown, Mornington East, Donacarney and Mornington).
These individual strategies have been adopted as part of the Kells
Development Plan 2013‐2019, Trim Development Plan 2014‐2020 and East
Meath Local Area Plan 2014‐2020 respectively.
Reference
GI OBJ 2
Progress

Reference
GI OBJ 3

Progress

Reference
NH OBJ 4

Progress

Reference
NH OBJ 5
Progress

Objective
To identify sites of local biodiversity value in County Meath over the lifetime
of the Plan.
County Natural Heritage surveys datasets (trees, woodland, wetlands and
coast habitats) have identified a number of sites of local biodiversity value
and further will be identified over the life time of the plan.
Objective
To encourage, pursuant to Article 10 of the Habitats Directive, the
management of features of the landscape, such as traditional field
boundaries, important for the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000
network and essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of
wild species.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process and through the implementation of a
Green Infrastructure approach.
Objective
To work in partnership with relevant stakeholders on a suitable peat land
site(s) to demonstrate best practice in sustainable peat land conservation,
management and restoration techniques and to promote their heritage and
educational value subject to Ecological Impact Assessment and Appropriate
Assessment Screening as appropriate.
Meath County Council is a member of the Girley Bog (Natural Heritage Area)
Project. The project team has met three times in 2013/2014 to share and
exchange information relating to ongoing work and activity on Girley Bog
(NHA). Other partners include Coillte (EU LIFE Demonstration Site), IPCC,
Native Woodland Trust, NPWS and the Local Community. Meath County
Council has undertaken two studies on Girley Bog funded through the EU
INTERREG IVA Action for Biodiversity Project – (a) Hydrology Study by
Queens University Belfast and (c) Ecotope Study. The next meeting is
scheduled for early 2015.
Objective
To promote awareness, understanding and best practice in the management
of Meath’s woodland, tree and hedgerow resource.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process and through advice given to the public
and engagement with community groups and Tidy Towns groups, etc. The
Meath Tree, Woodland and Hedgerow Survey are also available as a
resource.

71

Meath County Development Plan 2013 – 2019

Reference
NH OBJ 6

Progress
Reference
NH OBJ 7
Progress
Reference
NH OBJ 8

Progress
Reference
NH OBJ 9

Progress

Reference
NH OBJ 10

Progress

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To continue to work in partnership with stakeholders to develop and
enhance Balrath Wood and other appropriate woodlands, where feasible, as
an Outdoor Classroom and its facilities under the auspices of the
NeighbourWood Scheme.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To co‐operate with stakeholders in promoting greater public access and
recreational use of state and privately owned forests.
No progress has been made to date with respect to this objective.
Objective
To seek to identify and protect over the lifetime of the plan further existing
rights of way which give access to seashore, mountain, lakeshore, riverbank
or other place of natural beauty or recreational utility (accompanied by
mapping showing public rights of way).
No progress has been made to date with respect to this objective.
Objective
To maintain the beaches along the coast to a high standard and develop their
recreational potential as a seaside amenity in co‐operation with the relevant
agencies, in order to bring them to a Blue Flag standard.
A beach management plan is to be prepared to maintain, protect and
enhance the Co. Meath coast line. The Chief Executive gave a commitment to
the Councillors at the recent budget meeting that Meath County Council
would proceed to have a plan prepared and the Environment Section are
presently preparing the terms of reference for this project and will most
likely invite tenders from consultants on our environmental frameworks
panel to conduct this project.
Objective
To undertake conservation works in accordance with best practice on the
coastal dune systems subject to ecological impact assessment and
Appropriate Assessment Screening as appropriate.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.

9.3 Landscape Objectives
Reference
LC OBJ 1

Progress

Objective
To seek to ensure the preservation of the uniqueness of all landscape
character types, and to maintain the visual integrity of areas of exceptional
value and high sensitivity.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
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Reference
LC OBJ 2
Progress

Reference
LC OBJ 3
Progress

Reference
LC OBJ 4

Progress

Reference
LC OBJ 5

Progress

Reference
LC OBJ 6

Progress
Reference
LC OBJ 7

Progress
Reference
LC OBJ 8
Progress
Reference
LC OBJ 9

2 Year Progress Report

Objective
To assess development proposals having regard to the recommendations
contained in the Meath Landscape Character Assessment 2007.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To assess development proposals having regard to the recommendations
contained in the Meath Landscape Character Assessment 2007.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To complete the pilot study on Historic Landscape Characterisation and
utilise the results to complement and contribute to Landscape Character
Assessment (LCA).
A pilot study on Historic Landscape Characterisation of Brú na Bóinne World
Heritage Site has been completed in partnership with the School of
Archaeology, UCD.
Objective
To preserve the views and prospects and the amenity of places and features
of natural beauty or interest listed in Appendix 12 and shown on Map 9.5.1
from development that would interfere with the character and visual
amenity of the landscape.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through the
development management process.
Objective
To progress the designation, in a timely fashion, of a Landscape Conservation
Area, pursuant to Section 204 of the Planning & Development Acts 2000–
2011, for the Tara Skryne Landscape.
No progress has been made to date with respect to this objective.
Objective
To explore, over the life of the plan, the designation of a Landscape
Conservation Area, pursuant to Section 204 of the Planning & Development
Acts 2000–2011, in respect of Loughcrew and Slieve na Calliagh Hills.
No progress has been made to date with respect to this objective.
Objective
To develop and support the implementation of an agreed and innovative
Landscape Action Plan for the Tara Skryne Landscape.
No progress has been made to date with respect to this objective.
Objective
To work in partnership with the Consultative Group on the day‐to‐day
management of the Hill of Tara and to prepare a Conservation Plan for the
State Owned Lands at the Hill of Tara.
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Meath County Council has actively engaged with the Steering Group to
prepare a Draft Conservation and Management Plan for State‐Owned Lands
at the Hill of Tara. A draft plan has been submitted by the Discovery
Programme to the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in
September 2014.
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10.0 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Chapter 10 of the County Development Plan acknowledges Meath as a predominately rural
county in terms of land use with a large rural population. The 2011 Census of Population was
the first time that there was a larger proportion of the county population residing in
designated Census towns than in rural areas. The land uses pursued in rural areas range
from agriculture and equine industries to centres of local food production, recreational and
tourist facilities and established villages and rural dwellings. The strategic aims of the Council
seek to support the vitality and viability of the rural areas environmentally, socially and
commercially by promoting sustainable and economic development.
In terms of development management trends since the County Development Plan took
effect, single rural house proposals continue to be the predominant category of planning
applications received in rural areas. The number of applications received remains reasonably
consistent on a year to year basis and is less affected by the economic conditions which
prevail than urban based housing development proposals.
In terms of significant rural development proposals, two wind farm applications have been
lodged in late 2014 and have generated considerable debate. The Emlagh wind farm project
is a Strategic Infrastructure application which was lodged directly to An Bord Pleanála and
represents the larger of the two proposals with the proposal affecting a considerable area of
north Meath (46 turbines in total, maximum tip height 169m). A decision on this application
is not expected until mid 2015. A smaller six turbine wind farm development in the
townlands of Cregg, College and Rathgillen near Nobber was refused planning permission in
December 2014 by Meath County Council. It is anticipated that an update to the Ministerial
Planning Guidelines for wind energy development are to be published by the Department of
Environment, Community & Local Government in the new year which is likely to have an
impact on the criteria for assessing such wind energy proposals. Meath County Council has
also directed the Executive to prepare a variation to the County Development Plan following
a resolution made at the November 2014 monthly meeting with respect to the following
Adding the following policies to Section 8 “Energy and Communications.”
1. To support generation of Wind Power in Meath by commercial and residential users,
where a majority of the electricity produced is used directly by the business
generator or residential generator (otherwise known as auto‐producer production
or producer consumption) subject to sustainable planning and development.
2. To allow wind power generation for the National Grid or for export from Ireland,
only on sites with average annual wind speeds greater than 9 metres per second,
(measured at 100 metres above ground level,) in the interests of securing National
and EU policy objectives, of minimising the cost of wind energy, maximising
efficiency of generation, and in the interests of sustainable planning and
development.
In terms of rural enterprise, ED POL 19 of the County Development Plan was introduced as a
new policy to support rural entrepreneurial development of micro business in rural locations
(specified as having less than 10 employees) whereby there are no significant impacts in
terms of the environment, landscape, and traffic. Thus far, this policy has been positively
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welcomed with a number of applications having been received and granted planning
permission in accordance with this policy.

10.1

Rural Development Strategic Objectives

Reference
RUR DEV SO 1

Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 2

Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 3

Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 4

Progress
Reference
RUR DEV SO 5

Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 6
Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 7

Objective
To support the continued vitality and viability of rural areas,
environmentally, socially and commercially by promoting sustainable social
and economic development.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To identify and protect rural resources such as locally and regionally
important aquifers and water sources from development which would
prejudice their sustainable future usage.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To identify and protect known or potential aggregate resources, where
feasible, from development which would prejudice their sustainable future
usage.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To recognise the strategic roles the county will play in the regional and
national context in terms of recreation, heritage conservation, natural
resources and food production, and to ensure compatibility between this
plan and regional and national strategies.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To support the vitality and future of Graigs for rural development and
ensure a functional relationship between housing in Graigs and the rural
area in which they are located.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To protect and enhance the visual qualities of rural areas through sensitive
design.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To support the continuing viability of agriculture, horticulture and other
rural based enterprises within rural areas and to promote investment in
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Progress

Reference
RUR DEV SO 8

Progress
Reference
RUR DEV SO 9

Progress

10.2

2 Year Progress Report

facilities supporting rural innovation and enterprise with special emphasis
on the green economy, in the context of sustainable development and the
management of environmental resources.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To support and protect the existing economic base and seek to diversify the
economy through both inward investment and the promotion of
agriculture, forestry and tourism‐ related industries in rural areas.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan.
Objective
To ensure that plans and projects associated with rural development will be
subject to an Appropriate Assessment Screening and those plans or
projects which could, either individually or in‐combination with other plans
and projects, have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site (or sites)
undergo a full Appropriate Assessment.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.

Rural Development Objectives

Reference
RD OBJ 1

Progress

Reference
RD OBJ 2

Progress

Reference
RD OBJ 3

Progress
Reference
RD OBJ 4
Progress

Objective
To support Graigs located across the County in offering attractive housing
options to meet the needs of the established rural communities and to
support existing local community facilities such as schools, post offices
etc.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To seek to ensure that new residential development in Graigs is in
accordance with ‘the Meath Rural Design Guide’ and is of a design and
layout compatible with the character of its setting. Suburban type
developments will not be permitted.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
Objective
To co‐operate with the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine to encourage and promote the preparation and
implementation of an Indicative Forest Strategy for the County.
No progress has been made in realising this objective.
Objective
To continue to involve the Local Authority in the NeighbourWood Scheme
and to identify areas at local level that are suitable for such schemes.
The Community Section of Meath County Council will become involved
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should this scheme be re‐opened by the Forestry Department. The
recently published Draft Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020: IRELAND
would appear encouraging in this regard. The NeighbourWood Scheme: is
included as one of 11 measures in the Programme. The scheme provides
support for the development of attractive 'close‐to‐home' woodland
amenities for public access, use and enjoyment and is aimed primarily at
local authorities.
Reference
RD OBJ 5

Progress
Reference
RD OBJ 6

Progress

Objective
To review and update the current list of TPOs and explore the option of
making additions having regard to the recommendations set down in the
County Meath Tree, Woodland and Hedgerow Survey (2011) and having
due regard to the Council’s policies and objectives elsewhere in this
County Development Plan.
No progress has been made in realising this objective.
Objective
To require that a “Linguistic Impact Study” be carried out before any
application for housing (for single and multiple housing developments) is
considered within the Gaeltacht Area. Such a study, by reference to the
linguistic background of intended users or occupants, or identification of
its relationship with linguistic or cultural development objectives of
groups associated or charged with the development of Gaeltacht areas,
will need to prove that a given proposal will have a positive impact upon
the promotion and use of Irish as the language of the community.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.

Reference
RD OBJ 7

Objective
To promote the provision of signage in Irish in the Gaeltachts regarding:

Progress

a. entry and exit points with explanatory details of the cultural
significance of the areas to visitors;
b. the provision of all commercial signage in Irish, and;
c. in association with the relevant professional and vocational
groups, that auctioneers and other temporary signs are in Irish.
No progress has been made in realising this objective.

Reference
RD OBJ 8

Progress

Reference
RD OBJ 9

Objective
To update the survey of surviving thatched structures in Meath and to
promote available grant schemes to assist owners with their retention
and repair.
The Conservation Officer of Meath County Council offers on‐going advice
on thatched structures to owners. It is intended to update the 2005
thatch survey in 2015.
Objective
To ensure that plans and projects associated with rural development will
be subject to an Appropriate Assessment Screening and those plans or
projects which could, either individually or in‐combination with other
plans and projects, have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site (or
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sites) undergo a full Appropriate Assessment.
Ongoing over the life of the County Development Plan primarily through
the development management process.
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